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Brothers All

unfavorable and unfair in its mischaracteri-
zation and stereotypification.
When this frame of emotional repulsion

Pope Francis, “Encyclical Letter FRATELL/ or about whom we may hear something ineffably profohna importance of this mes-
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“Risk perception may not be about unquantifiable risk so much as it is about immeasurable fear.” - Eula Biss

sage, | now give you at least some of Pope
Francis’s thoughts on all this.
For the sake of all, for the sake of every-

Editor’s Introduction: At considerable risk spreads and ferments into hate, an entire | one you may ever interact with, for your-

of being reflexively accused of unwarrant- |

ed departure from the main subjects of the
Legal Pad and of appearing to (but not
actually) endorse a specific religion, |
bring you the following excerpts from a
papal “encyclical” (an official discussion
document by a reigning pope). | do so for
the following reasons.

First, recent decades have seen a rise in
armed conflicts and even wars at a sus-
tained pace unprecedented in modern
times. While causes for specific conflicts
have varied, the unifying commonality is a
substantially lessened willingness to see
things through the eyes of the other party

society can be shredded by such percep- |
| tions of irresolvable and putatively intoler-
|able differences. From things such as|
| this, entire cultures can collapse, Ieavingj
all of their inhabitants with little safety and
|'almost no sense of brotherly love. This is

a mournful and hopeless way to attempt to
|live. It is one of the very worst things that
| can happen to humanity.

Pope Francis, a truly exceptional person |
(to serve in his post, holds deep in his
'heart a great allegiance to the fabric of
' human society and its need for a sense of
|universal brotherhood among even the
| most divergent members of society. In|

self, and for the future of all of humanity as
a unified whole, ponder these thoughts,
and then do whatever you can to bring
about the universal brotherhood we all
need. After all, we are Fratelli Tutti.

Text excerpts:

“...The following pages do not claim to
offer a complete teaching on fraternal love,
but rather to consider its universal scope,
its openness to every man and woman. |
offer this social Encyclical as a modest
contribution to continued reflection, in the
hope that in the face of present-day at-
tempts to eliminate or ignore others, we
may prove capable of responding with a

to a dispute. In some cases, conflicts have | short, it is clear from his thoughts in this | new vision of fraternity and social friend-

erupted over matters that are close to

existential, and some (to the horror of the |

Creator, if you believe in one) are fought
even over matters of faith and sociological
views of different religions, all of which
views are, ironically, held in the hope that
they will improve the lives and spirits of
adherents of the given religion under scru-
tiny.

|encyclical, whose title translates toi
“Brothers All,” that Francis is greatly con- |
cerned, as was Dionne Warwick more than |
a half century ago, that “What the world
needs now, is love, sweet love, no, not just
for some, but for everyone.” Rather than
merely being just a dose of smarm, this
sentiment, it has turned out, is extraordi-
| narily prophetic and, in our time, of unpar- |

ship that will not remain at the level of
words. ...| have sought to make this reflec-
tion an invitation to dialogue among all
people of good will.

...It is my desire that, in this our time, by
acknowledging the dignity of each human
person, we can contribute to the rebirth of
a universal aspiration to fraternity. Frater-
nity between all men and women. ‘Here we

Differences of every kind and description, | alleled importance to the welfare of every have a splendid secret that shows us how

from modus vivendi to such superficial

' human on the planet.

to dream and to turn our life into a wonder-

matters as physical appearance attributes | This explains why Francis departed from | ful adventure. No.one can face life in isola-
have been baselessly but angrily claimed | the typical historical role of encyclicals as | tion.... We need a community that sup-
to justify not just hatreds, but in some addressing only members of the Roman  ports and helps us, in which we can help
cases a sense that the “other” ethnic Catholic faith and sometimes only certain one another to keep looking ahead. How
group is not quite fully human and that subsets of people within that faith, such asiimportant it is to dream together.... By
their presence — even their very existence | priests and other church office holders. In ourselves, we risk seeing mirages, things

— somehow pollutes life of those in the
group inflicting this disdain on the other
group.

On a personal level, individuals in most
of the world’s largest societies have begun
considering that the best - perhaps the
only - way to resolve disputes is with

violence or at least the implicit threat of\

violence. In far too many cases, some

individuals who, for whatever grievances, |

have come to feel that they cannot be ac-
cepted and heard or that certain others
(often seen as some vague group) will
never relent from perceived mistreatment
of the aggrieved one, have taken up fright-
ful arms and have slaughtered large num-
bers of their fellow humans in a moment of
erupting rage.

It is all too easy to simply shrug this off
as the work of singular mentally ill individ-
uals. But it is actually a symptom of a far

larger emotional malaise that we all are |
now starting to come down with. Its lead- |

ing symptom is an unwillingness to accord
compassion or even just the dignity of
their humanity to others we may encounter

| this case, Francis chose to address, not
| even just all Christians, but in fact all hu-
' mans everywhere, regardless of their
' creeds or beliefs. The importance of com-
| passion, understanding, and the sense of
|-all of being in this together that can be|
| called universal brotherhood, is indeed

| entire future of humanity depends upon it.
| But the greatest of social, moral, and |
spiritual lessons applicable to all are of no
effect if no one finds out about them. And
this in turn calls upon all who hear the
meaning and urgency of this message of
universal beneficent love for all of one’s

fellow human beings - the real agape of}

that universal, and even larger, since the .
| ers and sisters all.

that are not there. Dreams, on the other
hand, are built together.’ Let us dream,
then, as a single human family, as fellow
travelers sharing the same flesh, as chil-
dren of the same earth which is our com-
mon home, each of us bringing the rich-
ness of his or her beliefs and convictions,
each of us with his or her own voice, broth-

...Once more we are being reminded that
‘each new generation must take up the
struggles and attainments of past genera-
tions, while setting its sights even higher.
This the path. Goodness, together with
love, justice and solidarity, are not
achieved once and for all; they have to be

Pope Francis's chosen namesake -- to realized each day. It is not possible to

gently but pleadingly draw the attention of |
everyone within the reach of their commu- |
' somehow disregard the fact that many of
| our brothers and sisters still endure situa-

nicative outreach to ponder closely this
message: To ask all of us to simply extend
to our brothers and sisters everywhere

feelings as we would wish to receive from

(others. In this spirit and moved by the

| that simple minimum of human rights the |
| same behaviors and attitudes and warm |

settle for what was achieved in the past
and complacently enjoy it, as if we could

tions that cry out for our attention.’

..It frequently becomes clear that, in
practice, human rights are not equal for all.
Respect for those rights ‘is the preliminary

(Continued on page 2)




condition for a country’s social and
economic development. When the
dignity of the human person is re-
spected, and his or her rights recog-
nized and guaranteed, creativity and
interdependence thrive, and the crea-
tivity of the human personality is re-
leased through actions that further the
common good’. ...While one part of
humanity lives in opulence, another
part sees its own dignity denied,

scorned or trampled upon, and its,

fundamental rights discarded or violat-
ed.’ What does this tell us about the
equality of rights grounded in innate
human dignity?’

...[W]e no longer have common hori-
zons that unite us; indeed, the first
victim of every war is ‘the human fami-
ly’s innate vocation to fraternity.” As a
result, ‘every threatening situation
breeds mistrust and leads people to
withdraw into their own safety zone.’
Our world is trapped in a strange con-
tradiction: we believe that we can
‘ensure stability and peace through a

false sense of security sustained by a |

mentality of fear and mistrust.
Paradoxically, we have certain ances-
‘tral fears that technological develop-

ment has not succeeded in eliminat-

ing; indeed, those fears have been
able to hide and spread behind new
technologies. Today too, outside the
ancient town walls lies the abyss, the
territory of the unknown, the wilder-
ness. Whatever comes from there
cannot be trusted, for it is unknown,
unfamiliar, not part of the village. It is
the territory of the ‘barbarian,’ from
whom we must defend ourselves at all
costs. As a result, new walls are
erected for self-preservation, the out-
side world ceases to exist and leaves
only ‘my’ world, to the point that oth-
‘ers, no longer considered human be-
ings possessed of an inalienable hu-

man dignity, become only ‘them.’|

Once more, we encounter ‘the tempta-
tion to build a culture of walls, to raise
walls, walls in the heart, walls on the
land, in order to prevent this encoun-
ter with other cultures, with other
people. And those who raise walls will
end up as slaves within the very walls
they have built. They are left without
horizons, for they lack this inter-
change with others.’

..[W]e do not ignore the positive
advances made in the areas of sci-
ence, technology, medicine, industry
and welfare, above all in developed
countries. ...[Tlogether with these
historical advances, great and valued
as they are, there exists a moral deteri-
oration that influences international
actions and a weakening of spiritual
values and responsibility. This con-
tributes to a general feeling of frustra-
tion, isolation and desperation.’
see ‘outbreaks of tension and a

We |

buildup of arms and ammunition in a
global context dominated by uncer-
tainty, disillusionment, fear of the
future, and controlled by narrow eco-
| nomic interests.” We can also point to
‘major political crises, situations of
injustice and the lack of an equitable
distribution of natural resources.... In
| the face of such crises that result in
'the deaths of millions of children -
!emaciated from poverty:and hunger -
there is. an unacceptable silence on
the international level.” This panora-
ma, for all its undeniable advances,
| does not appear to lead to a more
humane future. .

In today’s world, the sense of belong-
ing to a single human family is fading,
and the dream of working together for
justice and peace seems an outdated
utopia. What reigns instead is a cool,
| comfortable and globalized indiffer-
ence, born of deep disillusionment
I'concealed behind a deceptive Tifusion;
| thinking that we are all-powerful, while
failing to realize that we are all in the
same boat. This illusion, unmindful of
the great fraternal values, leads to ‘a
sort of cynicism. For that is the temp-
tation we face if we go down the road
of disenchantment and disappoint-
ment.... Isolation and withdrawal into
one’s own interest are never the way
to restore hope and bring about re-
| newal. Rather, it is closeness; it is the
culture of encounter. Isolation, no;
closeness, yes. Culture clash, no;
culture of encounter, yes."

...Technology is constantly advanc-
ing, yet ‘how wonderful it would be if
the growth of scientific and technolog-
ical innovation could come with more
equality and social inclusion. How
wonderful it would be, even as we
discover faraway. planets, to rediscov-
er the needs of the brothers and sis-
ters who orbit around us.’

True, a worldwide tragedy like the
Covid-19 pandemic momentarily re-
vived the sense that we are a.global
community, all in the same boat,
where one person's problems are the
‘problems of all. Once more we real-
‘ized that no one is saved alone; we
can only be saved together....

All too quickly, however, we forget
| the lessons of history, ‘the teacher of
|life.! Once this health crisis passes,
iour worst response would be to
| plunge even more deeply into feverish
| consumerism and new forms of ego-
| tistic self-preservation.

...[A]fter all this, we will think no
longer in terms of ‘them’ and ‘those,’
but only ‘us.” If only this may prove
not to be just another tragedy of histo-
ry from which we learned nothing. If
only we might keep in mind all those
elderly persons who died for lack of
respirators, partly as a result of the
dismantling, year after year, of
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healthcare systems. |If only this im-
mense sorrow may not prove useless,
but enable us to take a step forward
towards a new style of life. If only we
might rediscover once and for all that
we need one another, and that in this
way our human family can experience
a rebirth, with all its faces, all its
hands and all its voices, beyond the
walls that we have erected.

Certain populist political regimes, as
well as certain liberal economic ap-
proaches, maintain that an influx of
migrants is to be prevented at all
costs. ...One fails to realize that be-
hind such statements, abstract and
hard to support, great numbers of
lives are at stake. Many migrants have
fled from war, persecution and natural
catastrophes.  Others, rightly, ‘are
seeking opportunities for themselves
and their families. They dream of a
better future and they want to create
the conditions for achieving it.’

...[In] some host countries, migration
causes fear and alarm, often fomented
and exploited for political purposes.
This can lead to a xenophobic mentali-
ty, as people close in on themselves,
and it needs to be addressed decisive-
ly." Migrants are not seen as entitled
like others to participate in the life of
society, and it is forgotten that they
possess the same intrinsic dignity as
any person. Hence they ought to be
agents in their own redemption....

| realize that some people are hesi-
tant and fearful with regard to mi-
grants. | consider this part of our
natural instinct of self-defense. Yet it
is also true that an individual and a
people are only fruitful and productive
if they are able to develop a creative
openness to others. | ask everyone to
move beyond those primal reactions
because ‘there is a problem when
doubts and fears condition our way of
thinking and acting to the point of
making us intolerant, closed and per-
haps even - without realizing it - rac-
ist. In this way, fear deprives us of the
desire and the ability to encounter the
other.’

Oddly enough, while closed and
intolerant attitudes towards others are
on the rise, distances are otherwise
shrinking or disappearing to the point
that the right to privacy scarcely ex-
ists. Everything has become a kind of
spectacle to be examined and inspect-
ed, and people’s lives are now under
constant surveillance. Digital commu-
nication wants to bring everything out
into the open; people’s lives are
combed over, laid bare and bandied
about, often anonymously. Respect
for others disintegrates, and even as
we dismiss, ignore or keep others
distant, we can shamelessly peer into
every detail of their lives.

Digital campaigns of hatred and de-

o
struction, for their part, are not - as |
some would have us believe - a posi- |
tive form of mutual support, but simp- |
ly an association of individuals united 1
against a perceived common enemy.... |

Even as individuals maintain their
comfortable consumerist isolation, |
they can choose a form of constant
and febrile bonding that encourages |
remarkable hostility, insults, abuse,
defamation and verbal violence de-
structive of others, and this with a lack
of restraint that could not exist in |
physical contact without tearing us all |
apart. Social aggression has found
unparalleled room for expansion
through computers and mobile devic- ‘
es. :
...Nor should we forget that ‘there are
huge economic interests operating in
the digital world, capable of exercising
forms of control as subtle as they are |
invasive, creating mechanisms for the |
manipulation of consciences and of
the democratic process. The way
many platforms work often ends up
favoring encounter between persons |
who think alike, shielding them from |
debate. These close circuits facilitate |
the spread of fake news and false
information, fomenting prejudice and |
hate.’

hose who raise walls will
end up as slaves within the
very walls they have built.

...True wisdom demands an encoun-
ter with reality. Today, however, eve-
rything can be created, disguised and
altered. ...A mechanism of selection |
then comes into play, whereby | can |
immediately separate likes from dis- |
likes, what | consider attractive from
what | deem distasteful. In the same
way, we can choose the people with |
whom we wish to share our world,
Persons or situations we find unpleas-
ant or disagreeable are simply deleted
in today's virtual networks; a virtuai |
circle is then created, isolating us.|
from the real world in which we are |
living.

...[Tloday’s world is largely a deaf
world.... At times, the frantic pace of
the modern world prevents us from
listening attentively to what another
person is saying. Halfway through, we |
interrupt him and want to contradict‘
what he has not even finished saying.
We must not lose our ability to listen.’ |

..Wisdom is not born of quick |
searches on the internet nor is it a|
mass of unverified data. That is not |
the way to mature in the encounter |
with truth. Conversations revolve only |
around the latest data; they become |
merely horizontal and cumulative. We |
fail to keep our attention focused, to
penetrate to the heart of matters, and

(Continued on page 3)




| to recognize what is essential to give
meaning to our lives. Freedom thus
becomes an illusion that we are ped-
dled, easily confused with the ability
to navigate the internet. The process
of building fraternity, be it local or
universal, can only be undertaken by
spirits that are free and open to au-
thentic encounters.
...The recent pandemic enabled us to
recognize and appreciate once more
all those around us who, in the midst
of fear, responded by putting their
| lives on the line. We began to realize
|that our lives are interwoven with and
sustained by ordinary people valiantly
shaping the decisive events of our
shared history: doctors, nurses, phar-
macists, storekeepers and supermar-
ket workers, cleaning personnel, care-
| takers, transport workers, men and
women working to provide essential
services and public safety, volunteers,
They understood that no one is
| saved alone.
| invite everyone to renewed hope,
for hope ‘speaks to us of something
| deeply rooted in every human heart,
‘independently of our circumstances
‘and historical conditioning.  Hope
! speaks to us of a thirst, an aspiration,
a longing for a life of fulfillment, a
| desire to achieve great things, things
;that fill our heart and lift our spirit to
| lofty realities like truth, goodness and
| beauty, justice and love.... Hope is
'bold; it can look beyond personal
convenience, the petty securities and
compensations which limit our hori-
zon, and it can open us up to grand
ideals that -make life more beautiful
and worthwhile.” Let us continue,
then, to advance along the paths of
" hope.

...Someone is assaulted on our
| streets, and many hurry off as if they
did not notice. People hit someone
with their car and then flee the scene.
Their only desire is to avoid problems;
it does not matter that, through their
| fault, another person could die. All
| these signs of an approach to life that
is spreading in various and subtle
| ways. . What is more, caught up as we
are with our own needs, the sight of a
person who is suffering disturbs us. It
makes us uneasy, since we have no
| time to waste on other people’s prob-
|lems. These are symptoms of an un-
| healthy society. A society that seeks
} prosperity but turns its.back on suffer-
Ling. v
| May we not sink to such depths! ...
[W]e are called to.direct society to the
| pursuit of the common good and, with
| this purpose in mind, to persevere in
| consolidating its political and social
| order, its fabric of relations, its human
goals. ‘...[T]he existence of each and
every individual is deeply tied to that

passes; life is a time for interactions.’

...[A] community can be rebuilt by
men and women who identify with the
vulnerability of others, who reject the
creation of a society of exclusion, and
act instead as neighbors, lifting up
and rehabilitating the fallen for the
sake of the common good. At the
same time, it warns us about the atti-
tude of those who think only of them-
selves and fail to shoulder the inevita-
ble responsibilities of life as it is.

...[W]e were created for a fulfillment
that can only be found in love. We
cannot be indifferent to suffering; we
cannot allow anyone to go through life
as an outcast. Instead, we should feel
indignant, challenged to emerge from
our comfortable isolation and to be
changed by our contact with human
suffering. That is the meaning of dig-
nity.

...Sooner or later, we will all encoun-
ter a person who is suffering. Today
there are more and more of them. The
decision to include or exclude those
lying wounded along the roadside can
serve as a criterion for judging every
economic, political, social and reli-
gious project.

H

way planets, to rediscover the
needs of the brothers and sis-
ters who orbit around us.

ow wonderful it would be,
even as we discover fara-

...Now there are only two types of
people: those who care for someone
who is hurting and those who pass by;
those who bend down to help and
those who look the other way and
hurry off. Here, all our distinctions,
labels and masks fall away: it is the
moment of truth. Will we bend down
to touch and heal the wounds of oth-
ers? Will we bend down and help
another to get up? This is today's
challenge, and we should not be afraid
to face it. In moments of crisis, deci-
sions become urgent. It could be said
that, here and now, anyone who is
neither a robber nor a passer-by is
either injured himself or bearing an
injured person on his shoulders.

...The complaint that ‘everything is
broken’ is answered by the claim that
‘it can’t be fixed,’ or ‘what can | do?’
This feeds into disillusionment and
despair, and hardly encourages a
spirit of solidarity and generosity.
Plunging people into despair closes a
perfectly perverse circle: such is the
agenda of the invisible dictatorship of
hidden interests that have gained
mastery over both resources and the
possibility of thinking and expressing
opinions....

Each day offers us a new opportuni-
ty, a new possibility. We should not

of others: life is not simply time that

expect everything from those who
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govern us, for that would be childish.
We have the space we need for co-
responsibility in creating and putting
into place new processes and chang-
es. Let us take an active part in re-
newing and supporting our troubled
societies. Today we have a great op-
portunity to express our innate sense
of fraternity, to ...bear the pain of oth-
er people’s troubles rather than fo-
menting greater hatred and resent-
ment. ...[W]e need only have a pure
and simple desire to be a people, a
community, constant and tireless in
the effort to include, integrate and lift
up the fallen. We may often find our-
selves succumbing to the mentality of
the violent, the blindly ambitious,
those who spread mistrust and lies.
Others may continue to view politics
or the economy as an arena for their
own power plays. For our part, let us
foster what is good and place our-
selves at its service.

...Let us seek out others and em-
brace the world as it is, without fear of
pain or a sense of inadequacy....
Difficulties that seem overwhelming
are opportunities for growth, not ex-
cuses for a glum resignation that can
lead only to acquiescence. Yet let us
not do this alone, as individuals.
[W]e are called to unite as a family that
is stronger than the sum of small indi-
vidual members....

Love also impels us towards univer-
sal communion. No one can mature or
find fulfillment by withdrawing from
others. By its very nature, love calls
for growth in openness and the ability
to accept others as part of a continu-
ing adventure that makes every pe-
riphery converge in a greater sense of
mutual belonging....

Some peripheries are close to us, in
city centers or within our families.
Hence, there is an aspect of universal
openness in love that is existential
rather than geographical. It has to do
with our daily efforts to expand. our
circle of friends, to reach those who,
even though they are close to me, I do
not naturally consider a part of my
circle of interests. Every brother or
sister in need, when abandoned or
ignored by the society in which | live,
becomes an existential foreigner, even
though born in the same country.
They may be citizens with full rights,
yet they are treated like foreigners in
their own country. Racism is a virus
that quickly mutates and, instead of
disappearing, goes into hiding, and
lurks in waiting.

| would like to mention some of those
‘hidden exiles’ who are treated as
foreign bodies in society. Many per-
sons with disabilities ‘feel that they
exist without belonging and without
participating.”  Much still prevents
them from being fully enfranchised.

Our concern should be not only to
care for them to ensure their ‘active
participation in the civil and eccelesial
community. That is a demanding and
even tiring process, yet one that will
gradually contribute to the formation
of consciences capable of acknowl-
edging each individual as a unique
and unrepeatable person.’” | think,
too, of ‘the elderly who, also due to
their disability, are sometimes consid-
ered a burden.’ Yet each of them is
able to offer ‘a unique contribution to
the common good through their re-
markable life stories.” Let me repeat:
we need to have ‘the courage to give a
voice to those who are discriminated
against due to their disability, be-
cause sadly, in some countries even

today, people find it hard to
acknowledge them as persons of
equal dignity.’

Social friendship and universal fra-
ternity necessarily call for an ac-
knowledgment of the worth of every
human person, always and every-
where. If each individual is of such
great worth, it must be stated clearly
and firmly that ‘the mere fact that
some people are born in places with
fewer resources or less development
does not justify the fact that they are
living with less dignity’....

Every human being has the right to
live with dignity and to develop inte-
grally; this fundamental right cannot
be denied by any country. People
have this right even if they are unpro-
ductive, or were born with or devel-
oped limitations. This does not de-
tract from their great dignity as hu-
man persons, a dignity not based on
circumstances but on the intrinsic
worth of their being. Unless this
basic principle is upheld, there will be
no future either for fraternity or for the
survival of humanity....

The world exists for everyone, be-
cause all of us were born with the
same dignity. Differences of color,
religion, talent, placeé of birth or resi-
dence, and so many others, cannot be
used to justify the privileges of some
over the rights of all. As a communi-
ty, we have an obligation to ensure
that every person lives with dignity
and has sufficient opportunities for
his or her integral development.

Recognizing that all people are our
brothers and sisters, and seeking
forms of social friendship that include
everyone, is not merely utopian. It
demands a decisive commitment to
devising effective means to this end.
Any effort along these lines becomes
a noble exercise of charity. For
whereas individuals can help others

initiating social processes of fraterni-
ty and justice for all, they enter the
(Continued on page 4)

in need, when they join together in | |



