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What are viable responses to one’s past behavior?

By Jim Prager - Board Member

We speak about protecting children from sexual
violence but do not know how to actually protect
them. Research reports that 1 girl in 5 faces
potential sexual abuse. This franslates to 7.2 million
girls as of Sept 2023. That should be unacceptable.
| fried to research how many people abused
children. We don't know which makes solutions to
child sexual abuse much more difficult.

Dr. Besasel Van Der Kolk author of the Body
Keeps The Score on page 11

“...We do not really want to know how many
children are being molested and abused in our
own society or how many couples-almost a third,
as it furns out engage in violence at some point in
their relationship. We want to think of families as
safe havens in a heartless world and of our own
country as populated by enlightened, civilized
people.” How do our religious and spiritual
communities react to any indication of child sexual
abuse? Do we treat it as too sensitive for a public
meeting?

When | was granted parole in 2000 one of my
goals was to live as openly as someone with a
sexual offense. | felt the need to challenge
stereotypes that we are both unable to change
and will molest again. | have not committed a
sexual offense since June 1988. | have developed
boundaries such as not being alone with children.
Sharing my abusive past with families helps to
develop frust and compassion and that | can be
frusted with my boundaries. In 2011 | was granted
a restricted social work license to work with adults. |
allowed that license to expire in 2016 since what |
do does not require a license. Being granted that
license is an indication of recovery work.

Another means of learning is to access our
behavior at the time of the offense and how it is
today. Then ask what has made the difference? In
my case, being fransparent with others, creating a
support and accountability group, looking at
children as beautiful creatures rather than victims is
a large portion of my recovery community.

We need to question assumptions regarding
people with any sexual deviance are both
unfreatable and incurable. Instead we need to
help individuals live successfully in a world with

children rather than banish people as if we are
leapers. | have been a member of my spiritual
community for 21 years. During that time, all the
clergy have been made aware of my sexual
conviction. | have shared my past with many
temple members including several with minor
children. | have always sought to respect any
boundaries which they request. One key boundary
is to avoid being alone with a child and to share
my history with friends and family who have minor
children.

| believe that the Temple is reacting to me to a
false belief that those of us who abuse or have
abused children need to be banished from the
world. Like all of us in recovery, we deserve the
right to live our lives without the stigma hanging
over us. If we talk to a child it is not a sign of
grooming. We need to advocate for our right to
live in our communities.

The Temple has acknowledged overreacting
but the real test will come in April when | meet with
the Temple President. Stay tuned for that story.

NARSOL conference in Baltimore in June

Baltimore will be the site for the 18th annual
conference for the National Association for
Rational Sexual Offense Laws (NARSOL) June 25-28.

Topics of programs with special presenters
include the following topics:

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) in Practice:
How Federal Records Shape Safety and Policy

The Three Minute Advocate: Tactics for
Lobbying and Media

Experience a Fearless Support Group Meeting
Cont. on Pg 2
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Working with Reality: Employment After A Sex
Conviction

How Al Tools Can Help Our Advocacy
Legal Claims that Work

Grief Without Witness

Lies, Lepers, and Lineage

The Value of Women-Forced-To-Register
Experiences in Advocacy and Prevention

Political Strategies to Reform and End Sex
Offense Civil Commitment

The Entrepreneur Option

Among presenters will be CURE-SORT board
member Shawn Barrera-Leaf. She also is Executive
Director of United Voices 4 Sex Offense Reform;
and Amber Vliangas, Executive Director at the
Restorative Action Alliance. Vlangas also directs
the National Coalition Against Conviction
Registries,

In Ohio and Michigan, several individuals and
groups are searching to find ways to provide
housing for those of us with sexual convictions.
There are dedicated and determined people who
have lived experience of the challenge, and we
are dedicated to providing what future returning
registered citizens will need for a safe and
productive life. | feel concern that housing solely

Our thoughts on members who have passed away

Several members have passed away. One
occurred at an earlier time and we had not
recognized him. He is Larry Rubey of Wamego, KS.
Another long time member who had serious health
issues at the end of 2025 was Larry Alley of
Mustang, OK.

Others who passed away were Horace B.
Coburn of Lake Butler, FL, Donald Frye of New
Castle, IN,James R. Poole of Moose Lake, MN,
William Busick of Moose Lake, MN, and Gary E.
Vines of Littlefield, TX

Our thoughts to this people and their friends
and family.

A Progress Report on Housing
By Jim Prager - Board Member

I was recently asked to serve on the Board of
Viewpoints-STL. This is an interesting progressive
program based in St. Louis, MO. Debra Grund and
her husband purchased 3 homes in south St. Louis.
Each home is capable of housing 7 individuals. She
is an approved placement with the Missouri
Department of Corrections and currently accepts
individuals who will be registered citizens.

The organization has housed more than 60 men
and provided services to over 100 registered
persons in need. This program provides housing for
up fo one year and includes case management,
employment assistance, and socialization events.

There are more developments. Mulligan House
in Jacksonville, FL. This provides housing for those
with sexual convictions. The website states, “We
know the challenges.” Aspire Recovery Austinis a
501-C-3 that provides parole and probation
approved housing for men on the sex offender
registry. Our organization already has a lot of
Florida options.

Cont.onPg. 3
Board of Directors
Wayne Bowers Exec. Dir. Shawn Barrera-Leaf
Norman, OK Wiliamsburg, MI
Mike Dell Dr. Stephanie C. Jerstad
Colorado Springs, CO Millersville, Pa, NY
Steven Mannear, JD Jim Prager
Baton Rouge, LA Toledo, OH
Dr. JoEllen Wiggington
Van Nuys, CA
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CURE-SORT
P.O. Box 1022
Norman, OK 73070-1022
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Inmate #:
Address:

City: State: ZIP:
E-mail:

_Prisoner$ 4/year

_Life $100
_Individual $ 10/year
_Prisoner & Family $ 20/year

_Organization  $100

Make checks payable to: CURE-SORT or go to
http://www.cure-sort.org/join--contribute.html
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habilitation of Errants (CURE), located in Washington, D.C.
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for registered citizens will isolate us, but for now this
movement demonstrates the recognition of
community and progress.

These are some of the countless opportunities at
reentry around the country that CURE-SORT has
compiled on nearly every state. If you know of
places of assistance and want us to have it, please
send us a note at CURE-SORT, PO Box 1022,
Norman, OK 73070 or info@cure-sort.org

New Federal Bill Seeks to Eliminate Healthcare
Benefits fo People on the Sex Offender Registry

FAC (Florida Action Committee)

U.S. Representative Greg Steube (of course he
has to be from Florida), just issued a press release
announcing a new bill to bar registrants from
access to affordable or government healthcare
programs.

The press release announces Rep. Steube’s
infroduction of the so-called CLEAN Act, which
would bar anyone on a sex offense registry from
receiving ACA premium tax credits or federally
funded Medicaid. Framed as a measure to
protect “taxpayer dollars,” the proposal treats
access to basic health care as a moral reward
rather than a public health necessity. The bill
makes no distinction between offenses, age of the
conviction, or whether the individual has long
since completed their sentence and lived law-
abidingly in the community.

The Florida Action Committee notes that
denying health coverage does nothing to
enhance public safety —it's just more punishment.
It risks destabilizing people who are already
among the most heavily regulated populations in
the country. Cutting off access to medical care —
including mental health freatment is more costly to
tfaxpayers in the long run and jeopardizes public
safety! The proposal appears less focused on
evidence-based safety outcomes and more about
punishment, using a politically unpopular group as
a convenient target for exclusion from programs
designed to meet basic human needs.

COURT STRIKES DOWN MISSOURI LAW REQUIRING
REGISTRANTS TO POST HALLOWEEN SIGN

By Steve Mannear, JD, Board member

Most of us think of the First Amendment to the
constitution of the United States as including,
among other things, the prohibition against
Congress passing any laws abridging our freedom
of speech. This is generally the basis of our freedom
fo speak out, to protest, to give our opinion, and to
generally speak freely without interference by the
government. Of course, this freedom is not
unlimited, and we are not allowed to make false
statements that injure other people's reputations,
to make threats of violence against other people,
or to make false claims of emergencies or
disasters, among other things. What the First

Amendment has also been interpreted by the
Supreme Court of the United States as
guaranteeing us the right NOT TO BE FORCED BY
THE GOVERNMENT to say things.

For example, the US Supreme Court has held that
A New Hampshire law that required that all license
plates display the motto quote live free or die” was
unconstitutional because it required a person who
did not believe in that to nonetheless display it on
his license plate, Wooley v. Maynard, 430 U.S. 705
(1977). Similarly, our Supreme Court held that the
state of West Virginia cannot require by law that
students salute the flag or recite the Pledge of
Allegiance, West Virginia State Board of Education
v. Barnette, 319 U.S. 624 (1943).

The same constitutional principles recently came
intfo play involving a Missouri State law that
required those persons required to be on the sex
offender registry to post a sign on their residence
on Halloween stating, “No candy or treats at this
residence.” A Missouri resident who was required
to be on the registry sued the state of Missouri
through the attorney general and the local police
chief challenging the constitutionality of that law.
The United States District Court for the Eastern
District of Missouri entered an injunction against
the enforcement of that portion of the statute,
ruling that the law requiring the resident to post the
sign was unconstitutional government compelled
speech. The state of Missouri appealed the
decision to the United States Court of Appeals for
the 8th Circuit, the court which oversees the
federal district courts in seven states: Arkansas,
lowa, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North
Dakota, and South Dakota. On January 2nd, 2026,
the Court of Appeals issued its decision in
Sanderson v. Hannaway, Case No.24-3120. The full
decision can be found at
https://ecf.ca8.uscourts.gov/opndir/26/01/243120P
.pdf

The Court of Appeals upheld the decision of the
District Court judge striking down as
unconstitutional that portion of Missouri's sex
offender laws requiring persons on the registry to
post the sign on their residence on Halloween,
finding that it violated the First Amendment to the
United States Constitution by consisting of
otherwise unnecessary government compelled
speech. For those persons required to be on the
registry in the other six states overseen by the 8th
Circuit Court of appeals who find state laws,
county ordinances, city code sections which have
similar required shared speech, it might be
worthwhile to contact the American Civil Liberties
Union with a request for assistance in challenging
those laws or ordinances. Mr. Sanderson's
successful challenge of this Missouri law joins with
similar successes from other states, such as the
Louisiana Supreme Court striking down its state law
requirement that large Cont.on Pg 4
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orange lettering stating “SEX OFFENDER" be
placed on the driver's license or state ID issued to
persons required to be on the registry, Louisiana v.
Hill, Supreme Court of Louisiana, Case No. 2020-KA-
0323,
https://law.justia.com/cases/louisiana/supreme-
court/2020/2020-ka-00323.html.

National Prisoner Resource List (NPRL)

RESOURCES
PARC

PARC (Prisoner Activist Resource Center) is a
prison abolitionist group committed to exposing
and challenging all forms of institutionalized
racism, sexism, able-ism, heterosexism, and
classism, specifically within the Prison Industrial
Complex (PIC). PARC believes in building strategies
and tactics that build safety in our communities
without reliance on the police or the PIC. We
produce a directory that is free to prisoners upon
request, and seek to work in solidarity with
prisoners, ex-prisoners, their friends and families. We
also work with teachers and activists on many
prison issues. This work includes building action
networks and materials that expose the continuing
neglect and outright torture of more than 2 million
people imprisoned within the USA; as well as the 5+
million who are under some form of surveillance
and control by the so-called justice system. We are
fully funded by individual donations and
foundations.

PARC's Resource webpage

The webpage has searchable resources as well as
having a downloadable directory that can be
printed out.

PARC corresponds with and mails a directory of
these resources to prisoners, their friends and family
members. We are often the first point of contact
for people to connect with prisoners' rights
organizations, community organizations, prison
literature and arts projects, family and visiting
resources, health care and legal resources, parole
and pre-release resources, and the prison abolition
movement. CURE-SORT is listed in the directory.

https://www.prisonactivist.org/resources

Write for copy of directory PARC, PO Box 70447,
Oakland CA 94612.

Inside Books Project

The Inside Books Project sends free books to
people in Texas prisons

While serving individuals incarcerated in Texas,
they provide a downloadable resource guide that
covers resources from across the counftry that are
available to offenders in other states.

The guide can be downloaded through this link
https://insidebooksproject.org/resources
Usually only mailed to inmates in Texas prisons.

National Prisoner Resource List (NPRL) provides
information about places where prisoners and their
families can find support, advocacy, health care
information (including HIV protection), outlets for
creativity and lifelines to the outside community.

The most recent NPL from May of 2024 can be
downloaded (English and Spanish versions) from
their site at
https://prisonbookprogram.org/for-people-in-
prison/national-prisoner-resource-list/

The NPRL is sent to prisoners upon request. There is
no charge for it.

Prison Book Program, c/o Lucy Parsons Bookstore,
1306 Hancock Street, Suite 100, Quincy, MA 02169
Jailhouse Lawyer’s Handbook éth Edition

This Handbook explains how a prisoner can start a
lawsuit in federal court, to fight against
mistreatment and bad conditions in prison.
Because most prisoners are in state prisons, the
authors focus on those. However, people in federal
prisons and city or county jails will be able to use
the Handbook too.

https://www jailhouselaw.org/

DISCLAIMER: The applicable law/s may have
changed since this resource was published,
particularly for sources that were published less
recently. Research should be done as to whether
the law is still in effect, has been amended or
modified by other laws enacted. The materials
contained on this page are informational only.
These materials are not legal advice and should
not be considered as legal advice.

Available Resources from CURE-SORT
We are pleased to offer the following resources. Donations accepted
to cover cost of postage and printing. Mail donations to the CURE-
SORT, address on Page 3.
One Breath at A Time by lla Davis ($20.00)
Non-prisoner only due to facility restrictions

Understanding Offending Behavior
by Stephen Price.
(A collection of 9 of Stephens articles from previous newsletters) ($
7.00 for the set of 9 articles)
When Someone on the Registry Moves into My Neighborhood
(Member Price $7; Non-Member: $15)
No More Victims - One Man's Journey into Sexual Offending
and Recovery.
By S. Sands (Ed G), $18.00 (Includes postage). Send requests to
CURE-SORT or email to egunder@mysecuremailcv67.com or on
amazon.com
SUPPORT GROUP: Families & friends for those in civil confinement,
contact Eldon Dillingham. Interested persons contact at 404 Walnut
St., Wamego, KS 66547 eldoncdillingham@grnail.com
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