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Reflections on the 2025 NARSOL Conference

Please update your contact information for
CURE-SORT, as our phone number has
changed to (405) 541-8061

This year's NARSOL Conference, held in Aflanta,
GA, offered a powerful reminder of the strength,
resilience, and unity within our community. Though
aftendance was smaller than in previous years, the
more infimate environment created space for
deeper conversations, meaningful connections,
and an inviting atmosphere that encouraged
thoughtful dialogue throughout the weekend.

In the weeks leading up to the event, concerns
circulated about the possibility of Proud Boy
protests. These rumors understandably caused
unease among some attendees; however, the
outcome was reassuring and affirming. Not a
single Proud Boy member appeared, no protest
ever materialized, and security was proactively
and professionally present throughout the
conference without any issues. Attendees were
able to engage fully, move comfortably, and
participate in sessions with confidence and peace
of mind.

The smaller attendance proved to be an
unexpected benefit. Instead of feeling limited, the
conference took on a warm and engaging fone.
Keynote presentations were accompanied by
robust discussion, and workshops provided ample
room for attendees to ask questions, share
experiences, and explore solutions from multiple
perspectives. The sefting fostered genuine
connection — whether between national
advocacy partners, new attendees experiencing
the conference for the first time, or community
members reconnecting with familiar faces.

One of the highlights for me personally was
having the opportunity to meet UV4SOR members
in person and reconnect with colleagues and
friends from across the country. These in-person
conversations reinforced the commitment and
passion that fuel our work every day. Our
community showed up with courage, compassion,
and solidarity — proving yet again that fear and
intimidation do not define us. Hate did not win, and
will not win.

Overall, the 2025 NARSOL Conference was a
success in every sense: safe, empowering,
collaborative, and filled with moments that
reminded us why our advocacy matters.

As we look ahead, excitement is already
building for next year's conference, which will take
place in Baltimore, MD. If this year is any indication,
we can anticipate another impactful gathering
where our community continues to grow, unite,
and push forward with strength and purpose.

Shawn Barrera-Leaf, Executive Director, (UV4SOR)
United Voices for Sex Offense Reform and CURE-
SORT Board Member.

BREAKING NEWS: Advocates Gather at
Pennsylvania Capitol to Mark 30 Years of
Pennsylvania Megan’s Law

HARRISBURG, PA — October 28, 2025

The Pennsylvania Association for Rational Sexual
Offense Laws (PARSOL.org) Advocates gathered
at the Pennsylvania Capitol Rotunda to mark 30
years since the enactment of Pennsylvania’s
Megan's Law and to call for modernization of the
state’s sexual offense laws which were signed into
law by then- Governor Tom Ridge on October 21,
1995.

“Our lives have changed since 1995. You'll all
recognize Microsoft's groundbreaking system,
Windows 95. But is anyone still using thate
Pennsylvania’'s registry laws are stuck in 1995 while
everything else has moved forward,” remarked
Robert Ciccinelli (Havertown), PARSOL board
member, who opened the event while advocates
held signs showing nostalgia from that year
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including props from the era including the O.J.
Simpson verdict headline news, a poster from the
hit 90’s TV show “ER”, the dial-up infernet modem,
a 22-cent postage stamp, and the floppy disk
drive.

Speakers included Josiah Krammes (Pottsville),
PARSOL Chair, Joey Nicholson (Coatesville),
founder of the Pathfinder Reentry Project, State
Representatives Emily Kinkead (D-Pittsburgh) and
Tim Briggs (D-King of Prussia), and Olivia Schmidt
(Sharon), PARSOL Advocates secretary.

“Sexual violence destroys lives and tears apart
families, which is why our response to sexual harm
must be both compassionate to survivors and
effective at preventing future harm. We should
never folerate approaches that minimize these
crimes or fail to center victim safety,” urged
Krammes. “That's precisely why evidence-based
prevention and smart resource allocation matter
so much—victims deserve policies that actually
work, not just ones that sound tough.”

“Modernizing the system means focusing
resources on current risk, not decades-old cases.
That's how you protect families,” he noted, cifing
multiple studies from the U.S. Department of
Justice, Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and
Delinquency, and Pennsylvania Department of
Corrections.

Nicholson, sharing experiences from PARSOL'’s
statewide programs, told several personal stories of
how the registry hinders successful reinfegration—
even among those who have completed
freatment and proven stability. “When policies
lack nuance, entire families carry the weight,” said
Nicholson. “Modern times demand modern
policies built on what we now know about
accountability, growth, and rehabilitation.”

Reflecting on his 14 years of incarceration,
Nicholson added, “Real transformation doesn’t
beginin a cell, it begins in the heart, and then it
fransforms your mind. | came home with one goal
— to help others find that meaningful spark before
the system or life breaks them. These programs are
now supported by law enforcement, freatment
providers, correctional administrators, and
members of the faith community — people who
believe in modernization over marginalization.”

Rep. Kinkead noted that supporting survivors of
sexual violence and modernizing laws that hold
perpetrators of harm accountable are not
incompatible. “The registry harms people who
have been held accountable but cannot find
housing, jobs, or a place in the community where
they can consistently give back. When we put
people in a system where they are ostracized, they
disappear,” she said.

Kinkead added that by using what we've
learned over 30 years to modernize the law and

actively include those who have committed
offenses in the solution, “... we reduce the number
of victims that happen. We prevent people from
committing crimes because we are supporting not
just survivors but the safety of the entire
community.”

"People who are willing to do the work, get
better, learn from their mistakes, make amends,
and pay their debt to society deserve the
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opportunity to be a full member of it, if we are
willing, as legislators, to be bold, take a stand and
ensure we are making evidence-based policies,”
she concluded. “These are common-sense reforms
from 30 years of understanding what works and
what doesn’t. [Legislators] cannot be held in the
past because we are afraid to make changes,
and how it will be perceived.

Chairman Briggs echoed Kinkead's resolve,
adding, “Too many fimes this issue seems too
difficult for legislators to get their heads around,
and they want to continue that 30-year-old
approach. Despite this, we need to modernize the
registry to allow individuals who no longer pose a
risk fo be removed from the list and ensure the
tools necessary for safe communities, including
evidence-based assessments, ensuring individuals
who need services are receiving them.”

“There is no fime better than the present to start
tackling these issues. Today's kickoff reinforces the
desire to keep our communities safe by using
modern thinking fo address these issues in a fair
and compassionate way. We look forward to
working with PARSOL moving forward,” Briggs
concluded.

View the Press Conference Recording Here (20
min) featuring remarks from State Reps. Emily
Kinkead and Tim Briggs:
https://www.youtube.com/watchev=wd7Q7gha3-
s&feature=youtu.

Long time advocate passed away

We had missed the passing of long-time
advocate with National CURE and New York CURE
last year.

Jim Murphy of Scofia, NY, long-time advocate
with New York CURE and criminal justice reform
advocate for many years, passed away in April
2024, we have learned.

Our thoughts to his wife Faye, other family and
acquaintances of Mr. Murphy.

Residency restriction laws for those with sex
offenses simply don’t work

Derek W. Logue is an advocate for returning
citizens forced to register, author of the book “Your
Life on the List” and founder of the informational
website OnceFallen.com.

In actuality, they make things more dangerous,
something one small Maine town should consider
in possibly adopting its own ordinance

The small town of Nobleboro, pop. 1,750, is
currently considering passing an ordinance
restricting where persons forced o register on a
public sex offense registry can live. In the words of
former Kansas Corrections Secretary Roger
Werholz, “They don’t work, and they actually make
things more dangerous rather than make them
safer.”

Sex offense restrictions were designed in
response to “stranger danger.” But most sex crimes
occur at home, by someone known to the victim.
Most sex crime arrests are of people with no prior
record. In 2023, there were only 855 reported sex
offense victims out of 1.4 million residents of Maine;
of those, only 154 victims were under age 18. Most
of them occurred at a residence, not a school,
park or playground. Around 82% were committed
by friends, family members and intimate partners.
Only 42 cases involved strangers.

Furthermore, a Maine study found that very few
persons convicted of sex offenses are ever
rearrested for a new offense; one Maine study
found only 3.5% of registered persons are
rearrested for a sex offense after three years and
5% after five years. Most simply do not commit new
offenses. The longer someone is out, the less likely
that person will reoffend.

While Maine doesn't list which sex crime arrests
involve those previously convicted of a sexual
offense, a study in New York found that around
95% of sex crime arrests involve a person with no
prior sex offense history. Residency restrictions
merely drive registered persons underground and
increase the likelihood of homelessness. It has
been estimated that around 4.8% of Maine’s
registered persons are transient.

Waldoboro recently passed a 2,500-foot
residency restriction. In South Florida, where 2,500-
fooft restrictions are the norm, a third of Broward
and Miami-Dade’s registrant population are
fransient. If plastering a person’s past convictions
on a government blacklist is important to you, then
you will be shocked to discover that homeless
registrants are simply harder to monitor. Of course,
where a person sleeps at night, when schools,
parks and playgrounds are closed, does not
determine waking activities even if a particular
registered person posed a risk to the public.

In the Nobleboro Select Board’s June 17 minutes,
it was noted that town officials were looking into
passing a municipal ordinance because they want
to have their own version of Waldoboro's
ordinance. “Monkey see, monkey do” is never
good public policy. Waldoboro's recently passed
“sex offender residency restrictions ordinance”
actually violates state law and the community will
eventually be sued for millions, and rightfully so.

The state of Kansas passed a moratorium against
residency restriction laws, and Maine should do the
same. As Werholz once said, “What we want to do
is not so much what makes us feel safer, but what
makes us safer. It's not what the sex offender
deserves. It's what we deserve and we deserve to
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live in a community and a state where our kids are
as safe as possible. Residency restrictions does not
deliver that.”

New twist on the old registry call scams

I've been with my current girlfriend for just over
nine years now. Before we met, she had dated
another registered person, but they split up a year
before we met in person. She has been involved in
anti-registry activism for a decade now. The other
day, she received a call that showed up on her
phone as coming from the sheriff’s office from the

area where she once resided with her ex-boyfriend
from a decade ago. She answered the phone and

the man on the other line claimed to be a sheriff's
deputy and claimed that she was required to
register and failed to do so, and that she owed
money that could be wired to this “"deputy” to
avoid arrest.

It is a slight twist on the old scam. But my
girlfriend doesn’t post her phone number on any
public forum or social media, nor do |. The call was
from the county of her ex and not my current
county of residence. The only conclusion that can
be made is that the scammer accessed data from
the state where my girlfriend’s ex resided. The
difference is that the scammer tried targeting her.
Perhaps he didn't bother to read the name.

This is a reminder for registered persons to talk to
all their loved ones about these scams because
they can be targeted as well if their information
was sent to law enforcement even if it is just as an
emergency contact.

Commissioner Gomez, the lone dissenting vote,
denounced the decision as “indefensible,” noting
that it fransfers wealth from vulnerable families to
monopolistic providers. She criticized the majority
for claiming insufficient data to justify higher rates
while still siding with the same companies that
submitted the flawed data.

Worth Rises emphasized that the rollback
disregards evidence showing that 76% of
correctional systems already complied with the
2024 rate caps. The organization argued that this
decision will harm roughly 450,000 incarcerated
people and their families while restoring unjust
profits to telecom providers and prison agencies.

FCC denies better prison phone rates
Vanguard News Group
By Angelina Tun

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In a 2-1 vote, the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) approved
new rate caps for Incarcerated People's
Communication Services (IPCS), effectively
undoing key 2024 reforms that had established
fairer pricing for phone and video calls between
incarcerated people and their families.

The rollback, passed over the objection of
Commissioner Anna M. Gomez, will reduce
financial relief for families by an estimated $215
million annually and allow providers to recapture
surveillance costs, impose facility fees, and adjust
rates for inflatfion.

“These changes are a betrayal of the families
who entrusted the FCC to protect them from the
notoriously predatory correctional telecom
industry,” said Worth Rises Executive Director
Bianca Tylek. She stated that the revised rules
“bend to the will of the industry” and were “the
result of manipulation by the industry and their
government partners, who are determined to
protect their unjust profit margins.”

Remember to support the efforts of CURE-SORT

This is one more appeal to your conscience to
consider supporting CURE-SORT's efforts to assist
those dealing with inappropriate or illegal sexual
behavior.

We rely on the membership and contributions of
those who are incarcerated, their loved ones and
friends, as well as those advocating for just
freatment of those who are demonized by those
who do not or do not want to understand the
nature of their problems

Remember to renew your membership and/or
confribute to us. Info on how to do so is found on
Pg.2 of this newsletter

V¢

Happy l*[()lidnay.\'

Available Resources from CURE-SORT

SORT, address on Page 3.
One Breath at A Time by lla Davis ($20)
Non-prisoner only due to facility restrictions

Understanding Offending Behavior
by Stephen Price.

7.00 for the set of 9 articles)
(Member Price $7; Non-Member: $15)

and Recovery.

By S. Sands (Ed G), $18.
(Includes postage). Send requests to CURE-SORT or email to
egunder@mysecuremailcv67.com or on amazon.com

St., Wamego, KS 66547 eldoncdillingham@grnail.com

We are pleased to offer the following resources. Donations accepted
to cover cost of postage and printing. Mail donations to the CURE-

(A collection of 9 of Stephens articles from previous newsletters) ($
When Someone on the Registry Moves into My Neighborhood

No More Victims - One Man's Journey into Sexual Offending

SUPPORT GROUP: Families & friends for those in civil confinement,
contact Eldon Dillingham. Interested persons contact at 404 Walnut
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