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From Setback to Strength: Reflections on the Canceled NARSOL Conference 

National Association for Rational Sexual Offense 

Laws (NARSOL) Conference in Grand Rapids, MI 

was a hard hit for many of us, but it also revealed 

just how far our movement has come. In the 

statement below, I share my reflections on what 

happened, why it matters, and how we will 

continue moving forward with strength and 

determination. 

This past June, many of us were looking forward 

to gathering in Grand Rapids, MI, for the NARSOL 

Conference. Sadly, that event was cancelled 

when the host hotel gave in to outside pressure 

from the Proud Boys, a group identified by the 

Southern Poverty Law Center as extremist. Their 

campaign was filled with intimidation tactics—

online threats, doxxing NARSOL leadership, 

spreading misinformation, pamphleting at the 

hotel, and applying direct pressure to Hilton’s 

corporate offices. 

I won’t pretend this wasn’t both disappointing 

and deeply frustrating. The NARSOL conference is 

not simply a weekend event -- it is a space rooted 

in the belief that no one should be reduced to 

their worst moment, and that justice must balance 

accountability with fairness and dignity. To have 

that space taken away from us was painful, but it 

will not define us. 

For years, our movement was ignored and 

often mocked. Today, we are being fought 

against. That tells me we are making real progress. 

They see our momentum—and that is why they are 

trying to stop us. But I can assure you, we will not 

be silenced, and we will not stop. 

Of course, we must be mindful of safety. Going 

forward, the conferences will likely look different, 

with stronger security measures in place. But what 

will not change is our commitment to gathering, 

learning, and building strength together as a 

community. 

As I’ve said before, we cannot allow fear to 

become the norm. Instead, we move forward with 

doubled resolve, standing shoulder to shoulder to 

fight for rational sex offense laws and against the 

continued harm of public conviction registries. 

I’m encouraged to share that the next national 

NARSOL Conference is already scheduled for 

October 17–19, 2025, in Atlanta, GA. While the 

schedule may shift, many of the planned plenary 

speakers and workshops will remain, and we will 

again have the chance to come together in 

solidarity. 

This work is not easy, and moments like this test 

us. But they also remind us of the strength we share 

and the importance of what we are fighting for. I 

remain committed, and I know you do too. 

Together, we will keep moving forward. 

— Shawn Barrera-Leaf, Executive Director of United 

Voices for Sex Offense Reform (UV4SOR), CURE-

SORT Board Member, and proud partner in our 

shared movement for justice and second chances 

New schedule after conference was cancelled 

The June gathering in Grand Rapids, MI of the 

17th annual conference of the National 

Association for Rational Sexual Offense Laws never 

occurred as infiltration and threats by the Proud 

Boys, yes that group well known for participation in 

the Jan. 6, 2021, takeover of the National Capitol 

and then pardoned by now President Donald 

Trump. Threats of disturbances at the hotel and 

even the hotel’s corporate office in Tennessee led 

the hotel at the Grand Rapids airport to call off the 

conference, concerned of difficulties and for their 

other patrons. 

Despite that June cancellation, there was a 

ZOOM meeting held in the weekend of the session.  

A story on that meeting is enclosed in this issue. 

There were differing opinions about the 

cancellation as some people felt the hotel should 

have stood up to the radical group, have law 

enforcement assistance and move forward.  But 

thoughts of other guests and a continued threat 

was enough for the hotel staff to call off the 

meeting. 
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Cont. from Pg 1 

A new conference schedule with much of the 

same programming will occur Oct. 17-19 in 

Atlanta, GA.  Details of the location and agenda 

can be received at the NARSOL offices.  If you 

need that information, contact us. In the future 

there will be more security in planning and the 

operation of the conference.  This is how the 

original conferences had been held but in recent 

years, with no resistance, the meetings were held 

as other conferences are held, 

Those of our organization will again participate 

in the conference, along with some participants 

we knew in our days in Michigan. 

Denying individuals access to long-term care: 

More than just a public health dilemma 

Over the years there have been numerous 

media reports citing individuals with a sexual harm 

conviction are considered harmful, dangerous 

and must be controlled for life (Fredricks, 2019; 

Penzenstadler & Golden, 2011; Wedell, 2017). One 

topic very few consider is the ability of those 

individuals to secure housing in a skilled nursing 

facility, also known as a long-term care facility 

(LTCF). In a 2005 Government Accountability 

Office (GAO) report, less than 0.05% of the nursing 

home population are those forced to register on 

their state’s sex offender registry. The majority of 

facility administrators interviewed for the study 

reported they are more concerned about 

residents with cognitive impairment and no 

criminal history versus those with a sexual harm 

conviction and no cognitive impairment.  

Administrators stated individuals living with a 

cognitive impairment diagnosis are more likely to 

act out sexually by nature of their disease process, 

more so than those with a prior sexual harm 

conviction. In fact, there is evidence to suggest 

that sexual abuse perpetrated by LTCF residents is 

rare. According to a special CNN (Ellis & Hicken, 

2017) news report using federal data from the 

Administration for Community Living, more than 

16,000 complaints of sexual abuse had been 

reported between 2000-2017 in LTCFs (a miniscule 

fraction of the nearly 3 million residents). The report 

noted at least 25% were allegedly perpetrated by 

employees, while an even smaller percentage 

involved facility visitors. Even though the majority of 

the accusations were resident on resident abuse, 

not one case in the article was described as 

having been perpetrated by a registrant residing in 

the facility. 

Restricting those convicted of a sexual offense 

from living in LTCFs or using residence restrictions as 

a mechanism to deny admission, leaves some 

people unable to access care safely . From a 

public health approach seeking to reduce 

collateral harm and interference with basic human 

needs, public policies should avoid legislation that 

deprives individuals of medical care based on 

their criminal background. Given that most RSOs 

must register for life, it is highly likely that the 

number of registrants needing long-term care 

services has increased and will continue to grow 

(GAO, 2006; Sparling, 2013). It is important that our 

public health professionals and policymakers 

consider how to best provide healthcare 

placements for the aging RSO population.  
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Based on evidence, LTCF restrictions are likely 

viewed as an additional collateral consequence 

of criminal conviction. There are 12 states that 

employ restrictive healthcare policies (i.e., denying 

admission based on a sexual harm conviction) that 

conflict with public health philosophies and the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 

which recognizes everyone’s right to a standard of 

living that ensures health and well-being. To deny 

access to skilled nursing care for people forced to 

register or those with a sexual harm conviction, not 

only creates a public health concern but also 

reflects challenges around social justice, medical 

ethics and human rights.  

The health needs of the aging population, 

including people convicted of sex crimes, are a 

reality needing to be confronted in a fair, humane, 

and ethical way. No person should be deprived of 

the right to live in a safe environment.  

Contributed by CURE-SORT Board member: 

Stephanie Jerstad, PhD 

Assistant Professor 

Millersville University 

Stephanie.jerstad@millersville.edu 

 

NOTE: It is noted that those with sex offenses are 

not a protected class of people entitled to 

freedom from discrimination, and therefore, 

facilities are free to enact policies and procedures 

barring admission. HIPAA laws do not protect 

criminal background information from disclosure in 

health care settings. Source: 

https://conaelderlaw.com/when-a-sex-offender-

resides-in-your-health-care-facility-know-your-

rights-and-obligations/ 

OUR FAMILIES NEED TO BE SUPPORTED AND NOT 

CONSTANTLY DEMONIZED 

By Jim Prager 

This fall three of us are presenting at the Lucas 

County (OH) Human Trafficking and Social Justice 

Conference.  Our topic is the impact of sexual 

convictions on our families.  You might question 

why a conference dealing with human trafficking 

would have any interest in our issues?   

This is one example of stepping out of our 

comfort zone to interact with organizations which 

deal with others.   Therapists who deal with victims 

of sexual abuse can have stereotypes challenged 

by learning how our families are dealing with the 

stigma and isolation so common in cases of sexual 

abuse.  

This will be my 5th year presenting at this 

conference and last year we had 57 in our session 

out of 1200 virtual attendees.  Several therapists 

shared how their perceptions of offenders were 

challenged.  One individual commented that this 

was a difficult session to attend but she was glad 

that she did.   

Those of us who are able to reach out to others 

and help them understand the pain and shame 

resulting from sexual offenses have the potential to 

bring others to the table and encourage sharing 

and growing together. 

Long time advocates pass away 

Two long-time people involved with National 

CURE have passed away. 

Jean Carter-Boniface, long-time leader of 

Kansas CURE and CEO and founder of a support 

program H.O.P.E. Inc., passed away this February. 

We have learned of the passing of one of 

National CURE’s long-time supporters and 

advocate of our work as we learned of the passing 

last year of Rosemary Strange of Washington, D.C.  

For a long-time she coordinated a DC and area 

Support Group for those with sex offenses. 

Our thoughts to the families and acquaintances 

of Ms. Carter-Boniface and Ms. Strange. 

TRUMP EXECUTIVE ORDER TARGETS HOMELESS 

REGISTRANTS FOLLOWING SORNA 

 

On 7/24/2025, Trump signed an Executive Order 

(EO) entitled, “ENDING CRIME AND DISORDER ON 

AMERICA’S STREETS.” The entire EO is copied 

verbatim below. Part of this EO targets homeless 

Registrants as well as recommending civil 

commitment. In a corresponding “Fact Sheet” for 

the EO on the White House website, this EO is 

intended “to restore order to American cities and 

remove vagrant individuals from our streets, 

redirecting federal resources toward programs 

that tackle substance abuse and returning to the 

acute necessity of civil commitment.” The most 

disturbing parts of this order, as mentioned in the 

fact sheet, include: 

1. “The Order directs the Attorney General to 

reverse judicial precedents and end consent 

decrees that limit State and local 

governments’ ability to commit individuals on 

the streets who are a risk to themselves or 

others.” This could increase the use of civil 

commitment, which I presume includes 

indefinite detention for transient registrants for 

no other reason than being forced to Register. 

2. “The Order requires the Attorney General to 

work with the Secretary of Health and Human 

Services, Secretary of Housing and Urban 

Development, and the Secretary of 

Transportation to prioritize grants for states 

and municipalities that enforce prohibitions on 

open illicit drug use, urban camping and 
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loitering, and urban squatting, and track the 

location of sex offenders.” Registered Persons 

are already required to check in more 

frequently if transient—monthly or weekly in 

most states. The EO doesn’t make specific 

suggestions other than to “substantially 

implement and comply with, to the extent 

required, the registration and notification 

obligations of (SORNA), particularly in the 

case of Registered (Persons) with no fixed 

address, including by adequately mapping 

and checking the location of homeless” 

Registrants. My concern with this section is 

increased harassment by law enforcement 

and even the use of GPS/“ankle monitors” to 

achieve this goal. Those who actually held out 

hope that Trump would oppose the registry 

should give up that hope as this EO is a 

reinforcement of SORNA. 

3. “The Order stops sex offenders who receive 

homelessness assistance from being housed 

with children, and allows programs to 

exclusively house women and children.” 

Generally, Registered Persons already cannot 

get most types of housing assistance. Those 

who are forced to register for life can’t get 

federal Section 8 or HUD assistance. However, 

this might be also a reference to the bill 

introduced earlier this year by South 

Carolina’s Republican Representative Nancy 

Mace, entitled H.R.1205 - To prohibit certain 

sex offenders from entering or using the 

services of certain emergency shelters, to 

authorize the Administrator of the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency to 

designate emergency shelters for such sex 

offenders, and for other purposes. Mace was 

inspired by certain counties in the state of 

Florida that prohibits Registered Persons from 

staying in emergency shelters with non-

registrants; often, Registrants must shelter in 

segregated shelters or local jails/prisons. 

CURE Monthly Civil Commitment Conference Call 

As a reminder, National CURE holds a monthly 

Civil Commitment call hosted by Eldon (Ed) 

Dillingham. 

The calls are normally scheduled on the 1st 

Saturday of the month barring any national 

holiday. 

Besides those not incarcerated, the calls include 

participation by those incarcerated in civil 

commitment facilities 

Announcement of the meeting link is posted on 

the CURE-SORT google group 

(https://groups.google.com › cure-sort) usually 

Thursday prior to the meeting. You do not have to 

be a member of the group to see the 

announcement or other postings. 

You may also contact Ed Dillingham at 

eldoncdilIingham@grnail.com to be included in his 

email notice. Contact CURE-SORT for time and call 

number. 

 

 

Restorative Action Alliance 

Webinar: Finding Light in a Difficult Season - 

Coping with the Holidays 

October 22, 2025 at 7:30pm (ET) 

We invite you to join us for an engaging 

webinar featuring a panel of experienced social 

workers who specialize in supporting individuals 

navigating the complexities of the criminal legal 

system and survivors of harm. 

In this supportive space, we will explore the 

emotional and practical struggles associated with 

navigating the registry, as well as the impact of 

traumatic events during significant times of the 

year, such as celebrations, birthdays, anniversaries, 

and family gatherings. 

What to Expect 

This interactive session will provide a platform for 

audience participation, allowing you to share your 

own experiences and insights through the 

Mentimeter app. Together, we can foster 

understanding, support, and practical strategies 

for coping during these challenging times. 

https://www.restorativeactionalliance.org/webinar

_finding_light_in_difficult_season 

 

 

Available Resources from CURE-SORT 

We are pleased to offer the following resources. Donations accepted 
to cover cost of postage and printing. Mail donations to the CURE-
SORT, address on Page 3. 

One Breath at A Time by Ila Davis ($17.50) 

Non-prisoner only due to facility restrictions 

Understanding Offending Behavior 

by Stephen Price. 

(A collection of 9 of Stephens articles from previous newsletters) ($ 
4.00 for the set of 9 articles) 

When Someone on the Registry Moves into My Neighborhood 
(Member Price $5; Non-Member: $10) 

No More Victims - One Man's Journey into Sexual Offending 
and Recovery. 

By S. Sands (Ed G), $13.95. 

(Includes postage). Send requests to CURE-SORT or email to 
egunder@mysecuremailcv67.com or on amazon.com 

SUPPORT GROUP: Families & friends for those in civil confinement, 

contact Eldon Dillingham. Interested persons contact at 404 Walnut 

St., Wamego, KS  66547 eldoncdilIingham@grnail.com 
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