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Major conference nears, including speakers with CURE-SORT connection

By Wayne Bowers

The 17th annual conference of the National 

Association for Rational Sexual Offense Laws will 

occur at the end of June in Grand Rapids, MI. For the 

first time in several years, rather than watch on a 

digital feed, I am attending in person as it gives me a 

chance to stop by my previous home in the greater 

Lansing, MI area after the conference.  CURE-SORT 

will be well represented on the conference program 

with one former board member and one present 

board member making a presentation.

Dr. Chrysanthi Leon, professor of Sociology and 

Criminal Justice, Women and Gender Studies and 

Legal Studies at the University of Delaware was on 

the board some years ago and has always been a 

supporter of our work. Her main presentation at the 

conference is titled “We want a house with a 

crowded table.” She also will direct a breakout titled 

“Navigating community involvement.”

Recently becoming a board member is Dr. 

Stephanie Jerstad, professor of Criminology at Millersville

University, Millersville, PA. It was her research focuses on 

corrections, reentry barriers, and housing instability, with 

an emphasis on sexual offending policies that drew 

attention for her participation with us as the plight of 

aging registrants to locate housing is a very difficult task.

Her main presentation at the conference is titled “End of

life housing obstacles for those forced to register.” She 

also will direct a breakout titled “Navigating complex 

care. . . for aging individuals with a sexual offense.”

Another long-time member and supporter of CURE-

SORT is also making a presentation.  Kathie Gourlay of 

Chelsea, MI, coordinator of an associated group of 

NARSOL, Michigan Citizens for Justice, will lead a 

breakout titled “Experience a Fearless support group 

meeting.” This is a program developed and 

coordinated by NARSOL for registrants.

Amber Vlangas, whom we have gotten to 

know in her efforts to build the strategy to remove 

the registry through directing the National 

Coalition Against Conviction Registries, and also 

with the Restorative Action Alliance in Katonah, NY

is directing a breakout. She is directing a session 

called “Amplifying your voice: Storytelling for 

advocates.”

They are other main speakers and breakouts in

the conference, along with good networking and 

social time.  It was my pleasure to attend the first 

conference of NARSOL in Boston in 2009 where 

some good supporters and even eventual board 

members were met.  I also attended the St. Louis 

meeting the next year and have not made all of 

the meetings but we always have some of our 

members participating and attending.

Another of our board members who will be in 

attendance is Shawn Barrera-Leaf, who is the 

executive director of United Voices for Sex Offense

Reform (UV4SOR) in Traverse City, MI. They 

advocate as a meeting of the minds of those who 

have been impacted by the criminal justice 

system.

Amazing experiences in our work

By Jim Prager

Wednesday April 30th was a brutal day.  I 

attended the sentencing of a friend who 

downloaded child porn.  He was given virtually a

life sentence.  It is so tragic to see a friend who 

kept his behavior a secret now will spend most of

the rest of his life in prison.  I left the Court feeling 

numb.

Ironically I spent the following weekend at a 

conference which lifted my spirits.  B4U-Act is an 

organization based in Maryland which promotes 

acceptance for those of us who are minor
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a&racted people or MAPS.

I spent a weekend with MAPS and therapists who 

provide treatment.  There is no tolerance for abusing 

behavior.

Many individuals expressed satisfaction with their 

lives, creating healthy relationships and using their love

of children to promote positive role models.  I heard it 

said, that loving children means being a good 

teacher rather than being an abuser.

I found it hard to realize that these people have 

achieved something I had been unable to attain; 

namely promoting the best in children despite  any 

attractions to them.  This is an example of the best 

those of us who are MAPS can offer society.

Members have passed away

We have learned of the passing of one of National

CURE’s early chapter leaders as we learned of the 

passing in early January of Theodore West, Dayton, 

OH, at the age of 83.  West and his widow Wylene 

were the early leaders of Ohio CURE.

Another long-time supporter of CURE-SORT who 

passed away early this year is Barb Lambourne of 

Grand Haven, MI.  We became acquainted with 

Lambourne, who was co-founder of Citizens for 

Second Chances with Linda Zimmerman, also of 

Grand Haven, MI.  The organization came to our 

attention in 2003 and worked for justice relief for 

young people who were charged with sexual activity

with a young person under the legal age.

Barb's daughter, Jen, became an attorney and 

pretty impressive. She argued a sex offender registry 

case before the Michigan Supreme Court and won!

Also passing was Steven Kaelble who was a 

resident of the Minnesota civil commitment facility.

Our thoughts to the families and acquaintances of

these members

Eleventh Circuit finds unconstitutional, as applied,

Alabama law outlawing certain sex offenders from

residing with a minor

Henry v. Sheriff of Tuscaloosa, Alabama, No. 24-10139 

(11th Cir. April 23, 2025)

Henry asserted that Section 15-20A11(d)(4) violates

his First Amendment right of intimate association and 

the Fourteenth Amendment’s guarantees of equal 

protection of the laws and due process of law. In 

particular, he argues that Section 15-20A-11(d)(4) 

interferes with “perhaps the oldest of the 

fundamental liberty interests” that the Fourteenth 

Amendment secures, the “fundamental right of 

parents to make decisions concerning the care, 

custody, and control of their children,” Troxel v. 

Granville, 530 U.S. 57, 65–66 (2000) (plurality opinion), 

which includes the right to “establish a home and 

bring up children,” Meyer v. Nebraska, 262 U.S. 390, 

399 (1923).

The Fourteenth Amendment doesn’t allow for the 

automatic removal of a parent’s fundamental right 

to establish a home and raise their child in every 

circumstance that Section 15-20A-11(d)(4) imposes 

that penalty.

So after careful consideration, and with the 

benefit of oral argument, we affirm the district court’s

holding that Section 1520A-11(d)(4) impermissibly 

burdens Henry’s fundamental rights to “establish a 

home and bring up children.” Id. At 399.
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Digitally Branded: The Developmental Catastrophe of

Juvenile Sex Offender Registries
University of Richmond Law Review (forthcoming 2026)

Arizona Legal Studies Discussion Paper No. 25-08

Tammi Walker

University of Arizona - James E. Rogers College of Law

Abstract

Juvenile sex offender registration was never a natural fit 

for the youth justice system, but in the digital age, it has 

become deeply harmful. What began as a paper-based 

precaution has evolved into a sprawling digital regime that

permanently brands adolescents at the most formative 

stage of life. This article examines how technological 

change has turned registration into a publicly searchable 

network of stigma—amplified by data aggregators, search 

engines, neighborhood apps, and real estate platforms—

that makes youthful misbehavior both permanent and 

inescapable.

Drawing on insights from developmental neuroscience 

and criminology, the article explains why adolescent sexual

misconduct is often impulsive, peer-driven, and rarely 

predictive of future offending. Yet federal mandates like 

the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act (SORNA)

continue to impose offense-based registration on youth as 

young as fourteen, ignoring evidence about adolescent 

development and undermining the juvenile justice system’s

rehabilitative aims.

The modern registry’s reach imposes novel harms that 

traditional legal frameworks have not fully addressed. 

Public access fuels ongoing exclusion, identity foreclosure, 

and algorithmic discrimination, locking youth into 

stigmatized identities and exacerbating racial and 

socioeconomic disparities. These harms ripple outward to 

destabilize families and communities.

Empirical research confirms that juvenile sexual 

recidivism is rare and that registration fails to improve public

safety. Instead, it misallocates resources and inflicts long-

term damage. This article urges a rethinking of juvenile 

registration policies, calling for reforms grounded in 

developmental science, technological awareness, and 

evidence-based alternatives such as 

confidential monitoring, risk-based assessments, and 

therapeutic intervention.

Comment by Board member Steven Mannear,

Many of the arguments presented are equally applicable 

to all persons forced to register.                                                     

Unfinished Sentences: A Call for Human

Dignity, Redemption, and Reform

By Gary W. Hardy, PhD

1. Why I’m Writing

This is not easy to write.

It won’t be easy to read.

But it matters. Because people matter.

I am one of those people—flawed, forgiven, and 

still becoming. I am also one of thousands whose 

past convictions have marked us not just with 

criminal records, but with a lifetime of rejection, 

exile, and erasure.

This is not a plea for pity or a dodge of 

responsibility. It is a call—to honesty, to mercy, to 

something better.

Because no one should have to prove their right

to exist. Not after they’ve paid the debt. Not 

forever.

2. A System That Never Ends

In America, certain sentences don’t end when 

the time is served. For some of us, release from 

prison is just the beginning of another kind of 

punishment—one that is indefinite, relentless, and 

socially sanctioned.

Registries. Public databases. Residency bans. 

Permanent online stigmatization.

The promise of justice gives way to the 

machinery of perpetual punishment.

We say our system is built on accountability. But 

what we’ve built is a system where shame 

replaces safety and banishment masquerades as 

protection.

No other category of citizen is treated this way.

No other sentence is designed to follow 

someone to their grave.

3. Who Gets Forgotten

Even in reform circles, some of us are left out of 

the conversation.

We are the untouchables—the ones whose 

crimes make even seasoned advocates hesitate. 

Especially those whose offenses involve child 

sexual abuse material.

We are talked about, rarely talked to.

We are legislated against, not listened to.

We are written off, even by communities who 

preach redemption.

But ignoring us doesn’t make anyone safer.

It only drives us further into isolation, despair, 

and invisibility.

4. What No One Sees

I’ve seen a man go ten years in prison without a

single visitor.

I’ve seen a mother bring her son a bottle of 

water to the fence because the guards wouldn’t 

give him any.

I’ve walked with men who’ve served their time 

but can’t rent an apartment, get a job, or even sit 

in church without fear.

You don’t hear their voices because they’ve 

been told to stay silent.

You don’t see their struggle because shame 

keeps them in the shadows.

But they are real. We are real.

And we are more than the worst thing we’ve 

ever done.

5. What Grace Requires

I believe in grace—not as an idea, but as a 

force.

Cont. On Pg 4
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Grace is the power and the ability given to us by 

God to be who He calls us to be, to do what He calls 

us to do, according to His purpose and for His glory.

Grace does not excuse harm.

It empowers change.

It insists on truth.

But it never lets the past be the final word.

We need a justice system—and a society—that 

understands this.

One that doesn’t trade accountability for 

vengeance or safety for exclusion.

6. The Need for Reform

The system we’ve built is failing us all.

Here’s what needs to change:

� Registries don’t work. Decades of research 

show they don’t reduce recidivism or increase 

safety.

� Collateral consequences increase risk. When 

people can’t work, live, or worship freely, they 

are more likely to despair, isolate, and relapse.

�  Treatment is unregulated. Programs vary wildly 

in quality, oversight, and duration, often driven 

by fear or politics rather than evidence.

�  Reintegration is blocked. There are almost no 

pathways for those with past offenses to fully 

rejoin society, no matter how transformed their 

lives may be.

Justice must protect, yes. But it must also restore.

7. The Invitation

This is a call to the Church. To the public. To 

policymakers.

To see beyond the label. To believe in something 

more than fear.

I’m not asking for leniency. I’m asking for possibility.

The possibility that someone who did real harm 

can do real good.

That someone discarded can be reclaimed.

That someone called “irredeemable” can be 

redeemed.

We don’t need easier lives.

We need deeper mercy.

We need courage—not just to punish, but to 

restore.

8. A Closing Note

I wrote this not to be heard, but to be joined.

If you’re still reading, maybe you’re already part of

the story.

There’s room at the table for truth and 

accountability.

There’s room for boundaries and compassion.

There’s room—if we choose to make it—for 

healing that is real, redemption that is visible, and 

grace that leaves no one behind.

Let’s start there. Let’s keep going.

Contact the author at garywhardyphd@gmail.com

Author of: Silence in the Face of Injustice: A 

Vision of Mercy and Hope (available online 

booksellers)

The Illegal Images Workbook

Understanding and Changing Harmful Online Sexual

Behavior

by David L. Delmonico, PhD, LPC and Elizabeth J. 

Griffin, MA, LMFT

The Illegal Images Workbook was created to 

address the challenges faced by adults struggling 

with child sexual abuse media (CSAM), offering a 

structured resource to support behavioral change.

This workbook is intended for those who may 

already be involved in the legal system due to their 

use of CSAM, as well as those seeking to change 

their behavior before it leads to legal 

consequences.

The workbook provides essential information, 

exercises, and resources to help individuals navigate

a new path—one that leads away from sexually 

harmful behavior.

Safer Society Foundation | Safer Society Press

PO Box 340 | Brandon, VT 05733 US

Available Resources from CURE-SORT

We are pleased to offer the following resources. Donations 
accepted to cover cost of postage and printing. Mail donations to 
the CURE-SORT, address on Page 3.

One Breath at A Time by Ila Davis ($17.50)

Non-prisoner only due to facility restrictions

Understanding Offending Behavior

by Stephen Price.

(A collection of 9 of Stephens articles from previous 
newsletters) ($ 4.00 for the set of 9 articles)

When Someone on the Registry Moves into My 
Neighborhood (Member Price $5; Non-Member: $10)

No More Victims - One Man's Journey into Sexual Offending 
and Recovery.

By S. Sands (Ed G), $13.95.

(Includes postage). Send requests to CURE-SORT or email to 
egunder@mysecuremailcv67.com or on amazon.com

SUPPORT GROUP: Families & friends for those in civil 
confinement, contact Eldon Dillingham. Interested persons 
contact at 404 Walnut St., Wamego, KS  66547 
eldoncdilIingham@grnail.com


