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 Washington Registry Conference and Vigil

   The third annual vigil and conference in 

Washington, D.C., was held March 1-3 during 

which the U.S. Supreme Court was challenged 

again about the significant harm they have 

caused.  The source of that harm is the Court’s 

decision, Smith v. Doe, which falsely stated that 

the requirement to register is not punishment and 

therefore every level of government can pass 

news laws and apply them retroactively.

   The vigil began with an informal meet and greet 

on March 1 at the Holiday Inn  near Reagan 

National Airport in Arlington, VA.  The vigil 

continued with a one-day conference on March 2

at the same hotel.  The highlight of the vigil will be 

a peaceful protest outside the U.S. Supreme 

Court on  March 3.

   Organizers said they were pleased with the 

number reserving for the meeting. One of our 

board members felt there was another way to 

approach the rally.

   “I think the conference could be useful to 

anyone who did attend.  At the very least, it would

facilitate meeting others in the cause of ending 

the registry,” according to Thomas Chleboski of 

Baltimore said.

   “However, I find the ‘demonstration’ in front of 

the Supreme Court building to be disingenuous.  

The Smith v. Doe case examined whether the 

Alaska registry law violated the prohibition on ex 

post facto laws.  That law was typical of the "pre-

Adam Walsh" era of registry laws, asking for less 

information than under the Adam Walsh Act, 

requiring an annual renewal by mailing in a 

postcard, or some type of check-in, and having 

an end date to one's registration requirement.  

Maryland had a similar law then, with an annual 

renewal by letter and a 10-year limit on 

registration. Maryland's highest court found the 

then-state law to be constitutional in Young v. 

State.

   “The Supreme Court found that these laws do 

not violate the prohibition against ex post 

facto laws and applied a test that looked at 

whether the law crossed the line into punishment.  

Then came Adam Walsh.  Once this law was 

passed by the Congress, there was a "hook" that if 

the states did not pass similar laws, they would lose

Federal DOJ dollars.  The Adam Walsh version of 

registry is far more punitive than the earlier laws, 

like the Alaska law that was subject of 

the Smith case, and multiple state supreme courts 

(including Maryland's) have found that the Adam 

Walsh version of registry laws DOES violate the 

prohibition on ex post facto on the basis that it 

creates a scheme that crosses the line into 

punishment as it creates a de facto lifetime 

probation-style supervision for most registrants.  

Interestingly enough, the Federal Adam Walsh Act 

took into consideration that this might happen 

and provided a "carve out" to the law for states so 

that if parts of their Adam Walsh laws were shot 

down by State courts, they would still be 

considered to be in compliance.  So, in Maryland 

there can be no ex post facto application but 

Maryland is still in compliance because the law is 

constitutional for those who committed 

registerable offenses on or after the date the law 

was enacted.

   “So back to disingenuous.  Holding signs outside 

the Court does NOTHING to change case law.  

Since 1973, people on both sides of the abortion 

issue regularly marched and held signs in front of 

the Court and nothing changed.  However, when 

Thomas E. Dobbs, State Health Officer Of the 

Mississippi Department of Health successfully 

petitioned the Supreme Court for Cert on a lower 

court decision, and it was granted, and the Court 

heard his case and reversed Roe v Wade and its 

progeny. I do not write this to get into a debate on

abortion, but to demonstrate how a contentious 

issue is revisited by the Court.  The only SERIOUS 

way to reverse Smith v. Doe is to challenge Adam 

Walsh and successfully appeal it all the way to the 

Supreme Court.  The other option is to convince 

Congress that it is bad law and have it changed.  

To convince people that waving signs in front of 

the Supreme Court building will do anything is 

simply disingenuous.”
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Ineffective, Costly, and Harmful:

Debunking the Sex Offense Registry

MITCHELL | Hamline

School Of Law

Sex Offense Li�ga�on and Policy Resource Center

   The Sex Offense Litigation and Policy Resource 

Center published a policy brief yesterday on sex 

offense registration and notification (SORN) laws 

titled "Ineffective, Costly, and Harmful: Debunking 

the Sex Offense Registry."

   Summarizing empirical research on the effects of

these laws, the policy brief explains that SORN laws

do not work as intended. In fact, these laws result 

in consequences that are counterproductive to 

their stated goals.

   The policy brief recommends that SORN laws be 

abandoned, and that resources instead be 

invested in evidence-based interventions to 

address sexual violence that are currently starved 

for resources.

h�ps://mitchellhamline.edu/sex-offense-li�ga�on-policy/

wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2025/03/SORN-Policy-

Brief.pdf

                                                                                                                                            

Inmate created self-help program in a prison

(Editor’s Note: One of our members in a California 

prison sent us a review of a unique self-help 

program that they coordinate themselves.  Below 

is a review of the program.)

   This is an inmate created, led and coordinated 

self-help program for those with sex offenses, and 

recognized by California Dept. of Corrections and 

Rehabilitation (CDCR) Sacramento, Strategic 

Offender Management System (SOMS).  Formally 

created and developed curriculum in 2019 at 

Correctional Training Facility North Soledad (CTF 

North). Inaugural group began with 12 

participants, covering 16 weeks. Today CTF 

conducts six separate programs (3 English and 3 

Spanish). The program duration is offered weekly 

(25 weeks/50 hours) or monthly (10 months/80 

hours).

   Currently there are 150 individuals enrolled at 

any given time, and we graduate approximately 

300 individuals per year.  To date there have been 

approximately 500 individuals who have 

graduated the program.

   We currently have developed a 10 week/20-

hour, facilitator training program specifically for 

Road to Freedom.

   We are proud to share that our participants had 

a 70%--75% suitability outcome. In addition, we 

can report a 0% recidivism rate.

  We have been fortunate to collaborate and 

inspire a new treatment program for those with a 

sexual offense coordinated by Ms. Angela Gomez,

MSW/LCSW. She is a former California Sex Offender

Management Board certified treatment provider 

and has developed and directs the “Becoming 

the Man I Want To Be,” 12-week, 24-hour, sex
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 offense treatment program through CTF North 

mental health program. Prerequisites are one must

have completed the Road to Freedom program.

   We have been fortunate to collaborate and 

receive contribution from the following individuals:

Joseph Magazenni, Attorney at Law

Evon Corpus, MSW/LCSW, college professor

Jennie Nestler, Veterans Transition Center 

Director LTOR

Monterey County Division of Adult Parole 

Offices

Angela Gomez, MSW/LCSW, CASOMB 

Treatment provider, CTF Mental Health

Tommy Shakur Ross, GRIP Facilitator

Martina Lutz Schneider, Dialogue Facilitator 

Survivors of Crimes

   Our thanks to the Road to Freedom Leadership 

Team for this review of their program.
                                                                                                                                                                 

Members that have passed away

   With the return of two member’s newsletters, we 

learned through a message on the envelope of 

the passing of two folks on our database.

   Michael Pittman, who resided at the Washington 

Special Commitment Center in Steilacoom, WA.

   Loretta Howard of Lynchburg, VA .

   Our thoughts to the families and acquaintances 

of these members.
                                                                                                                                                                 

ACSOL Letter to DOGE

   The Alliance for Constitutional Sex Offense Laws 

(ACSOL) has prepared and sent a letter to the 

federal Department of Government Efficiency 

(DOGE), headed by Elon Musk, to eliminate all 

funding for the Sex Offender Registration and 

Notification Act (SORNA). According to that letter, 

annual funding for SORNA exceeds $10 billion.

   The letter states clearly that SORNA funding has 

punished and continues to punish U.S. citizens 

required to register. The letter identifies three 

agencies -- Department of Justice, Department of 

State and the General Services Administration -- as

recipients of SORNA funding.

   For example, SORNA requires individuals 

convicted of a sex offense involving a minor, 

including offenses that did not include violence or 

even physical touching, to have a "unique 

identifier" added to their passport. This identifier is 

now printed on page one of the passports of 

affected registrants and can result in the denial of 

entry into countries. In the history of the world only 

two countries -- Nazi Germany and the USSR -- 

have added similar markings to the passports of 

their citizens. For both countries, the passports of 

only their Jewish citizens had this marking.

   The letter also addresses recently issued 

regulations which require registrants to take 

actions that are not possible in the state where 

they live. For example, the regulations require 

many registrants to register four times a year 

despite the fact that state law requires registration 

only once a year.
                                                                                                                                                                   

Monthly networking conference call on civil

commitment

   The January monthly call started the 9th year, of 

monthly conference calls on civil commitment 

coordinated by National CURE and CURE-SORT. 

The monthly call welcomes persons interested in 

civil commitment issues to participate and update 

what is occurring in the states where there are 

such facilities. There are 20 states with civil 

commitment facilities as well as the District of 

Columbia and Federal facilities.

   Some detainees in certain state facilities can 

participate while advocates and family members 

also participate for those who can’t.

   The ZOOM call is held on the first Saturday of each

month and starts at 10 a.m. Eastern, 9 a.m. Central,

8  a.m.  Mountain,  and  7  a.m.  Pacific.  A  call-in

number and access code for the call is provided.

   “I’m glad Charlie Sullivan with CURE began this 

call. People are able to network with those in other

states and gain ideas,” Wayne Bowers, CURE-SORT

director said. “Let’s face it, we know how difficult it

is to gain empathy on just prison issues, and it is 

even worse with civil commitment as many people

do not even know what it is or what is involved. 

Finding support among like-minded people is 

empowering and we encourage anyone with 

concerns about this process to join in the calls.”

   Advocates in Kansas have been holding monthly

calls to strategize and discuss topics they are 

covering to challenge the Kansas facility and 

program. Eldon Dillingham coordinated those 

meetings and for several years has been the 

moderator of the national call.

   For information about how to join the call, 

contact the CURE-SORT office at 405-639-7262, 

write us at CURE-SORT, PO Box 1022, Norman, OK 

73070 or sign-up to CURE-SORT’s Google board 

https://groups.google.com/g/cure-sort to receive 

the announcement.
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From the Director’s Desk

By Wayne Bowers

   It’s the start of the year and in reflecting on how 

things have gone last year, one thing that is 

always highlighted by me with our work with CURE-

SORT is the fact with the turning of the calendar to 

2025 will begin the 35th year since it was started in 

Michigan in 1990 by the late Loren Perry. As I see 

and hear of all the various topics that we are 

involved, I ponder what Loren would have thought

of its progress.  One regret I have is not continuing 

the workshops and special speakers being 

sponsored in the early days.  Loren had a 

counseling background and thus it was a passion 

of his.  My expertise was more from journalism and 

with the solid counseling I received from Dr. Fred 

Berlin’s program and then several different 

programs while in prison that just helped add to 

what I already had received, my goal was to 

promote that for those with needs, it is vital to 

participate in a counseling program to gain 

understanding of inappropriate and criminal 

behavior.

   That hard emotional and cognitive work done 

decades ago doesn’t stop as I now use what I 

have gained in the control of my life in assisting 

others and helping lead in the right direction.  I’m 

always open to learn of something new for my 

own life and experiences and am open to listen to

anyone.  Times are so different today as there are 

so many more tracking laws that impact people 

even after their prison days.  It is hard for those with

a sex offense to just move on with renewal of a life.

We hear of countless bad experiences of 

harassment and harm from the registry of those 

with a sex offense.

   Unfortunately, many citizens use the public 

registry improperly.  These tracking laws were not in

existence when we began in 1990.  Some say they 

are helpful.  But talk to those impacted by them 

and you hear a much different story. What was 

supposed to be available by the SMART office for 

information has turned into causing fear and 

hysteria when the term “sex offender” is labeled 

with a person.  A lifetime member of ours in 

California named Carl has pointed out a process 

to confront harassment and we plan to highlight 

that information next year.  Registrants have rights 

for living their life and each state registry has a 

disclaimer with wrong use of the information can 

lead to prosecution.  A person contacted us last 

summer to say a former victim had stalked him 

and eventually physically attacked him and the 

man wanted input on what he could do.  People 

need to take note of what their rights are in such 

situation.  They need to study the registry for not 

only dos and don’ts but what their rights are.

   As good a project of any that has started in this 

work in our 34 previous years has been the 

development of a coalition headed by National 

Action Alliance and welcoming all like-minded 

advocates in our work to join to develop a 

strategy to eventually eliminate the registry. It is 

known as the National Coalition Against 

Conviction Registries. Among the topics of their 

regular meetings have been a keen emphasis on 

ways to communicate with other people and 

organizations about the goal in mind. A power 

point is in production to show the story. A large 

review of the meeting in November has been 

studied and the extensive notes show an 

organized plan of direction.  No meetings were 

held in December and the coalition picked back 

up in January.

   People involved with the coalition all have 

various stories of their reason for involvement in this

major project that all know will take considerable 

time.  Some have been impacted personally by 

the laws.  Some are the loved ones or friends of 

one who was or is impacted by the registry. Some 

have been advocates of those with sex offenses 

and see the impact of the registry on their clients 

after their prison time has extreme negative effect.

   We have representation on this coalition.  We’ll 

keep you updated on future plans and action by 

this group.

Available Resources from CURE-SORT

We are pleased to offer the following resources. Donations 
accepted to cover cost of postage and printing. Mail donations 
to the CURE-SORT, address on Page 2.

One Breath at A Time by Ila Davis ($17.50)

Non-prisoner only due to facility restrictions

Understanding Offending Behavior

by Stephen Price.

(A collection of 9 of Stephens articles from previous 
newsletters) ($ 4.00 for the set of 9 articles)

When Someone on the Registry Moves into My 
Neighborhood (Member Price $5; Non-Member: $10)

No More Victims - One Man's Journey into Sexual 
Offending and Recovery.

By S. Sands (Ed G), $13.95.

(Includes postage). Send requests to CURE-SORT or email 
to egunder@mysecuremailcv67.com or on amazon.com

SUPPORT GROUP: Families & friends for those in civil 
confinement, contact Eldon Dillingham. Interested persons 
contact at 404 Walnut St., Wamego, KS  66547 
eldoncdilIingham@grnail.com


