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“Committed” to being heard
~MISSION STATEMENT &=

This newsletter has the full intent and purpose of presenting a continuous uncensored,
thought provoking informative service within the space it resides in. Its functions are to
spread a message which offers a better understanding of what transpires within the Minnesota
Sex Offender Program (“MS$OP”). We believe every individual ultimately possess a natural
ability to overcome every negative force which impacts their daily life. Through understand-
ing and obedience of Universal Law we are afforded a more informed “freedom of choice”.
Freedom of choice allows each of us to encircle ourselves with those who share the same in-
terests and values. Freedom of choice is making decisions for yourself; decisions which does
not inflict harm upon another human being.

Neglecting Individuals’ Medical Needs
By: Terry Branson

You ever have one of those unbelievable experiences where you hear some-
thing and simply can’t believe there is no way that could be allowed to happen?
Well wait till you hear this story! I will not mention the guys name. We’ll call him
Mr. Helpless. 1 can only write about this situation based upon what I’ve been told
by others patients throughout the facility.

Discovered a Mr. Helpless has been suffering from a serious medical condition
for a while now, and health services staff have been doing nothing towards provid-
ing him with any type of proper medical care. Mr. Helpless’s body was literally
being poisoned because of the severity of this serious medical condition.

Eventually his cellie contacted someone on the outside who couldn’t believe
what Mr. Helpless was going through. She couldn’t believe that health services was
failing to provide a patient under their direct supervision and medical care with the
proper medical treatment necessary for his medical condition. She also couldn’t
believe that the nursing staff would be capable of this level of intentional neglect by
the MSOP’s medical department.

Mr. Helpless had to sign a release of information in order for his medial records
to be examined. And, apparently after a thorough examination of these records
some major concerns was identified as needing immediate medical attention. With-
out immediate medical attention Mr. Helpless was going to die.

At this stage | would like to ask why did someone from the outside have to get
involved in resolving Mr. Helpless’s medical condition? Why is it only after
MSOP’s Administration and medical department received numerous calls from var-
ying persons of interest and agencies threatening to take action did they start help-
ing Mr. Helpless?

(Continued on page 4 Mr. Helpless)

“There’s simply no polite way to tell people they’ve dedicated their lives to
an illusion.” Daniel Dennet

Disclaimer:

Statements, viewpoints and opinions expressed in articles, letters to the editor, or from
other writers, are those of that individual author; and de not reflect the position/opinion of this
newsletter. All submissions become the property of “Committed” to being heard and may be
eligible for reprint without that authors consent.

Guidelines: This newsletter will attempt to perform research, conduct interviews and
gather information in an effort to create content that will inform and educate its readers about
activities, events of interest which transpire throughout the M$OP’s detention facility. We
possess the right to not publish any submitted materials. As editor(s), We may edit any sub-
mitted materials to bring the material into conformance with acceptable journalistic standards
to the best of our knowledge, ability, and/or available space. This newsletter reserve the right
to publish employees name based upon their relevant involvement to the circumstances per-
taining to identified articles. All articles submitted for publication must include the authors
first and last name. The editor(s) reserve the right to submit questions for reader’s views and
comments on any subject matter published within these pages.

| Minnesota Constitution |

ARTICLE I-BILL OF RIGHTS .
Sec 3. Liberty of the press. The liberty of the press shall forcvar remain mvnolate ‘
and all persons may freely speak, write and publish their sentlmems on all subjects
bemg respon51ble for the abuse of such rlght ‘ A ,

Thought for the Month

The Creative is the strongest of all things in the world. The expression of its
nature is invariably the easy, in order thus to master the dangerous. The Receptive
is the most devoted of all things in the world. The expressive of its nature is invari-
ably simple, in order thus to master the obstructive.

Chapter XII. Summary, pg. 353, of the “Book of Changes” by Wilhelm/Baynes

“Unless you make the unconscious conscious, it will direct your life and you 2
will call it fate.” C. G. Jung



Commentaries
By: Terry Branson

@ There is noticeably quite a few more staff leaving the MSOP facility. And, there
are others who are more openly talking about retiring soon. There is also a
more noticeable amount of rookies running around the facility carrying their
white training notebooks.

@ MSOP’s treatment programming is down to two hours per week for core groups.
Of course the clinical Directors have incorporated modules to keep up appear-
ances that the number surrounding treatment participation is still high.

Q@ Unit 1-E has a ping pong table. But the table is hidden in one of the closets due
to fear that one particular patient (who again lives on the unit) will destroy this
table as he did the previous one.

© On Unit 1-E all the tier one patients have organized together choosing to have a
tier one only food event. These individuals are continuously being denied the
ability to participate in the community food event activity that is held once each
quarter. This administration intends to continue denying them community par-
ticipation by subjecting them to this form of punishment until they come into
compliance of this administrations demands.

? - Reintegration - ?
By - T. Branson

You hear so much about re-integrating back into the community from various
MSOP employees.

I started questioning some of the guys who’ve been released on provisional
discharge about what their experiences are involving being reintegrated back into
the community.

Apparently it’s not the same for everyone. One person may get what is called a
reintegration specialist who will actually work with you and take you to a variety of
places (i.e. grocery stores, clothing stores and other places) This is their way to
identify how the person reentering society reacts to the various outings. They ob-
serve the behaviors so they ican document any concerns they may identify. Other
agents find ways to make up excuses to not perform the task that they been hired to
do.

Should the patient have two different supervising agents (DOC and MSOP)
then his reintegration is even more problematic. Reason being one agent blames the
other for the various restrictions being imposed upon the patient’s freedom.

(Continued on page 5 Reintegration)

Have you finished reading your copy of “Committed” to being heard?
Why don’t you give it to someone you know; let them read it; and keep sharing it. Leave it
behind at the laundry mat, grocery store, bulletin board, or courthouse. Why not mail it to a
friend. If you are interested in getting your own copy you can leave me a voice message at
218-351-1900 ext. 97666 or you can write me at the address listed on the back page. Your
support is greatly appreciated.

“Without ambition one starts nothing. Without work one finishes nothing.
The prize will not be sent to you. You have to win it.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson

(Mr. Helpless continued from page 1)

I’ve recently been informed that one of the nurses went to see Mr. Helpless and
started crying in front of him apologizing. I question is the only reason this nurse
started crying in front of Mr. Helpless based upon her participation when declining
Mr. Helpless necessary medical attention? Did his/her conscious start bothering his/
her only because others became aware of how uncaring s/he was? 1 say if s/he is truly
feeling any type of remorse or sympathy surrounding how Mr. Helpless was denied
medical attention for so long then s/he should contact the Department of Justice
(DOJ).

We are constantly being told that the DOJ is investigating violations occurring
throughout MSOP. If this nurse has any real empathy for those continuously being
denied medical treatment throughout the entire facility, then I would recommend that
s’/he contact the DOJ. We all know that Mr. Helpless is not the only patient in this
facility who is not being provided proper medical treatment.

I wonder if one of the recommendations that health services staff provided Mr.
Helpless was to drink more water? I distinctly remember that being one of their num-
ber one go to treatments for almost all medical diagnoses.

I want to thank all of those who got involved. Without you, Mr. Helpless would
have probably died and became just another MSOP statistic of dying through the civil
commitment process. For those of us who are continuously being denied the proper
level of care by MSOP’s administration and medical staff it is good to know that there
are individuals in society who look past our past.

It is a sad fact that more patients have been released due to their dying than those
released by an order by the Court. I remember what Jim Berg now retired Executive
Director of MSOP stated, when testifying in Court. Can a patient graduate treatment
at MSOP? NO!

Sadly enough that is true!

It is also sad that whenever a patient passes away it is said that that individual
graduated MSOP’s treatment. They graduated as MSOP’s administration can never
subject that person to anymore harm that what those in administration positions did to
him while he was alive.

Something I’ve discovered over the years of my being detained. Silence is a
mother f***er. Silence allows others to get away with harming others without having
to face fear of being caught. But when anyone person starts communicating and iden-
tifying to others that they are being harmed, then the fear of harming another becomes
a reality to those who want to continue the silence.

We could use some help throughout the Minnesota Sex Offender Programs. For
far to long there are a large number of employees who have intentionally caused us
harm and this harm continues going unreported to the proper authorities who can ac-
tually force a positive change to occur.

If you are interested in making a positive change then I encourage you to contact
the Department of Justice asking them to become more involved in investigating the
Minnesota Sex Offender Program’s operations in its entirety.

“History repeats itself, first as tragedy, second as farce.” Karl Marx




(Continued from page 3 Reintegration)

Why is it individuals on supervised release after serving 2/3rds of their sentence
have more freedoms than those who have all their civil rights restored after discharging
their criminal sentences. [ call this a double standard which subjects an identifiable
class of criminals (“sex offenders”) to more severe punitive restrictions.

Inmates on supervised release only have to go to the staff station and sign out to go
pretty much anywhere they want. And, I recently discovered that 4 inmates was caught
doing meth at the half-way house they was placing at. On the other hand patients who
are supposed to be reintegrating back into society are stuck at the half way house and
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tegration specialist has to escort them on outings. The patient gets 1/2 hour periodically
to go for a walk down a non-residential street. He’s not allowed to stop anywhere
along the way. This really acclimates the patient back into society.

The state of Minnesota has intentionally created so much animosity towards sex
offender that they can knowingly and intentionally continuously violate their rights by
instilling public fear. Finding specific cases to sensationalize in order to justify their
own personal hatred towards one identifiable class of criminals. And then failing to
provide the type of treatment as required by law for us to obtain our release. What a
sham civil commitment has proven to be in the state of Minnesota.

One question I have is - How is this reintegration? If a person isn’t allowed to go
anywhere with or without his reintegration specialist, or excuses are continuously being
made that it’s the other agents failure to approve an outing, then why not just call it
what it is? Continuous detention and a failure to actually reintegrate someone back into
society.

Wouldn’t an important part of the reintegration process be finding meaningful em-
ployment? A person can’t find meaningful employment when they are stuck in the
halfway house without the ability to apply for employment. Yet the patient is also be-
ing forced to pay over a hundred dollars a month for the mandated MSOP telephone
which doesn’t have internet access. How is it that criminals still under the authority of
the DOC can have internet access and a citizen who has discharged his gentence can’t
have internet access. .

I’ll call reintegration what it is. A big pile of cow shit! You ever see a big pile of
cow shit where all the flies are hovering around just picking the pile of shit to pieces?
That appears to be what some of these reintegration specialists are doing.

After being locked up for 31 years now, I have determined it would be very ex-
tremely important to have someone who actually wanted to provide me assistance and
guidance reinterring back into society. I realize that there are a lot of changes that took
place while I’ve been hidden away inside this corrupt system. It’s going to be a some-
what overwhelming to process everything that I'll need to acclimate too.

A person who isn’t allowed to go out on outings either supervised or unsupervised
isn’t actually being reintegrated back into society. What they are doing is being capti-
vated under the pretense of being afforded more freedoms. It is a continuation of de-
ception that’s being perpetrated by those who’ve created a system of scamming the
public out of billions of dollars every year under the guise of providing the public with

(Reintegration continued on page 6)

“You’re not broken, there's nothing to fix. You’re not a fucking chair, you’re an expres-
sion, so get out there and express your future. Make it something great, something worth
giving vour life to. Evervthing else is just complaining and shit coffee.” Gary J. Bishop







