	Listen to the Experts


	Our tax dollars are not being used effectively. It is time to revise current ineffective state statutes by listening to nationally recognized experts in the field of sex offenses. Sustainable restor-ative justice that restores individuals to productive lives must be supported. 
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The American Psychiatric Association (APA) vigorously opposes civil commit-ment of sex offenders after prison. 

Paul Appelbaum, M.D.

Chairman of the APA’s Task Force on Sexuality  

Dangerous Offenders
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	What Can I Do?
The first is to educate yourself about the issues, reading this brochure is a good start!
This is a sensitive topic, but talk about it and share the facts with others. 

Speak up when media outlets and politicians use fear as a means of leveraging harsher laws and greater restrictions, which are almost all ineffective and create a false sense of security
The more informed the general public is about civil commitment, the better the chances for serious reform!

Share this brochure with your elected officials and social groups.
CURE-SORT

PO Box 1022

Norman, OK 73070-1022

www.cure-sort.org



	
	
	CIVIL
COMMITMENT

What it is and why you 

should care…

20 States that have civil commitment

Judge R.A. “Jim” Randall

Former Justice of the Minnesota Court of Appeals  

Federal Judge Donovan Frank




	What is Civil Commitment?


	Civil commitment is additional incar-ceration (often for lifetime) after a person’s entire prison sentence for a sex offense has been served.

People live in a prison-like facility consisting of chain-link fences topped by razor wire and patrolled by uniformed armed guards, background checks for visitors, monitored phone calls & mail and numerous other restrictions. Some states offer sex offender treatment that may never be completed. 
Civil commitment started in the late 1980’s when 20 state’s legislative bodies, the Federal Government, and the District of Columbia enacted these knee-jerk laws in reaction to several heinous crimes. 

Civil commitment is based on the false premise that it is possible to predict whether or not someone might commit a future crime. The person is then considered guilty and imprisoned for life for crimes they have not committed. 



	
	
	
	The Facts

· Unlike criminal court, unfounded allegations and hearsay can be used in civil commitment proceedings.
· In some states you can be committed even if you have no criminal record.

· Almost all civil commitments amount to lifetime sentences
· This incarceration is above and beyond the original criminal sentence (often “the maximum” allowed under the state law) the person already served in prison. 

· Civil commitment costs taxpayers between $100,000 - $300,000 each year, PER PERSON! This is 5-10 times the average cost of prison. 

· There are approximately 7,500 people currently being held in the United States under civil commitment laws.

· People have been committed for life for simple technical parole violations like being late for curfew or losing their job.

· Civil commitment facilities are cloaked in secrecy and hide their activities behind HIPPA, claiming it is a “mental health care facility.”
FAQ
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	FAQ

Once a sex offender, always a sex offender… there is no cure.
If that were true, then why waste hundreds of thousands of dollars per year for treatment?

According to the Department of Justice, those with sex offenses actually have one of the lowest recidivism rates, 5.6% (compared with 67% for other crimes).

What do we do with the 5% who may reoffend?

Do what we already do: charge the person with a new crime and, if convicted in court of law, give them a rational sentence following approved sentencing guidelines (which already factor in additional time for prior offences). Sentence them to prison with a known “out date” instead of paying millions to warehouse them for life for potential future crimes.

But we can’t just let sex offenders go free!

They already served their prison time. All those with sex offenses already have their DNA and fingerprints listed in a national database. They are subject to parole, probation, Intensive Supervised Release (ISR), sex offender registration (SOR), travel restrictions, GPS monitoring and/or conditional release (often for life). Each of those already include extreme restrictions that govern where they can live and work. These are more than any other type of charge.



“We were concerned that psychiatry was being used to preventively detain a class of people for whom confinement rather than treatment was the real goal. This struck many people as a misuse of psychiatry.”








“First we stigmatize a group…then we restrict that group’s rights…then we take their persons…then we try to eliminate them through lack of care in hopes they die…then we kill them all. That is the final step. This is the only step left for those accused… of sex offenses.”








The person sharing this brochure with you can be reached directly at:





“They were now ‘civilly committed’ for an indefinite period in a locked mental hospital, supposedly for their own good. The lie was that it was for medical care. They simply were civilly committed there on a theory ‘that they might do it again.’ As a husband and father, I can see what we’re doing, but as a judge I hate lying about it.”








“Draconic.”
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“First we stigmatize a group…then we restrict that group’s rights…then we take their persons…then we try to eliminate them through lack of care in hopes they die…then we kill them all. That is the final step. This is the only step left for those accused… of sex offences.”











